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Ceatp tat sc tta WhgcHmuv wta greeted at the eaftance by 
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BEIRUT CAP) — A pr i Tio Ol ty unknown gnwp eating tadf the M Just 
B wsag l )” dstardl Wwtaadsy It tan Mdmppcd an American newsw oman 
and two n a t ma lta rf West German fa Bdrfa. Tta data came in a 
t y p e wr it t en «*■*—*»«* delivered to a Western news a ge nc y along with 
photocopies of (he passports sad vims «f tta Am victims. Tta American's 
na me wag gfon In tta document m as Deborah ftbrod, 54, of San 
Frandsco, Bor occapstiea was ghca In tta 30-wwd AiaWc statement as a 
pnhtaher Jonruslfa Tta two Gentians were Momdr > Shnmse d dfa Sami, 
39, bora fa Lehman, and Us s c r c i -yea r-old saw Dnyd, bam fa Berta, 
scandfagtottadocmncnfa Tta statement safak ^Itaergutatfon of Jnst 
Rerenge umomras Its rapomtainty for kidnapping West German Motmir 
Sand (bon fa Lebanon) mat Us son Daq|d Sami and American 
p; Miahcr*jouniali5t Deborah Fahrend in Beirut for tbdr utbities in 
Lebanon.” Ttan was no farther datandontetta poorly typed statement, 
which faded to say when tta abduction took place aid made no demands. 
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Bush, world leaders 
congratulate King 



Sharff ZM Ben Shaker 


Information 

AMMAN(J.T.) — Prime Mmis- 
terShattfZeidBra Shaker has 
expr e s se d deep satisfaction with. 
•ite„“etaellrat arrangements for 
tta (Nor. 8) parliament elections 
and ttapeao^of#Badi^bere that 
prevailed; iurtbe - country during 
the etetrion campoign that helped 
make tfcedrawcratic process a 

nd. i sa&ftt w '-'. 

Ia a mess^e he sent to Mims- 
t» cf Cfltare amd lnfonnaticm 
Nasotih Majafo tta prime minis- 


to foe “distinguished role played 
by _ foe- Ministry"- of Information 
ami fo ivaribtis departments in 
awe^^ ^ efectimis,” the Jor- 
dan NewvAgracy.Pctra, said. 

.. Shar^ZeidraJso paid tribute-to 
media officials 
: contributed to 

'■ tta- national ere. 

tatpo^J^^fosaid. 

. 'Tta iKHP^^Huster’s message • 
yrifa tacorapanfedford' . 
xapf roi a;' letter, sent by.'His 
MajestyKing KjngHnssem tothc 


affats&ctfoa:With foe election 
processanrf appreciation frarthe 
government's efforts in paving 
tta way for the process. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Wednesday re- 
ceived a telephone call from Pres- 
ident George Bush, who con- 
gratulated him on his birthday 
anniversary. 

Bush wished King Hussein 
good health and the Jordanian 
people p rog r e ss and prosperity. 

Bush also praised the King's 
wise leadership and- lauded Jor- 
dan's free parliamentary elec- 
tions, which will give the people a 
ehmiee in the 

process, the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, said. 

The King -also received tele- 
phone calls or cables of good 
wishes from President Hosm 
Mubarak of Egypt, King. Joan 
Carlos of Spain, King Fahd Ibn 
Abdul Aziz of Saadi Arabia, 
President Zinc AI Abidrne Ibn 
Ali of Tunisia, Algerian Presi- 
dent. Chadli Benjedid, Bahraini 
Fjmfrr ShriH) Issa Ibn Salman Al 
Khalifa, Kuwaiti Crown Prince 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Sabah, 
King Baudoin of Belgium and 
President Daniel Ortega of Nicar- 
agua. 

! On the occasion of the King's 
birthday, Madaba district orga- 
nised a cross-country race for 
students of secondary and prepa- 
ratory classes. A hundred partici- 
pants took part in the 10- 
kilometre race, and the winners 
received awards and medals. The 
Department of Education orgar 
nised a scout march through 
Madaba streets and a cultural and 
artistic festival at die Madaba 
Municipafity. 

In Karak, a special committee 
has made arrangements for 
celebrations, which include mar- 
in streets and cultural events 
to be held in youth centres whefe 
local troches yrill paesent foUdor- 
ic dances arid national son^; 

- On the occasion of King Hus- 
sein’s birthday, 2,000 mate and 
female students paraded through 
Amman streets Wednesday- 
- Accompanying tta march were 


brass bands from the Public 
Security Department. 

A representative erf the Minis- 
try of Education, which organised 
the march, delivered a speech at 
the Palace of Culture, students 
presented a variety show of 
national songs and dances. 

On Thursday, the Department 
of Education m the Amman re- 
gion w31 organise a cross-country 
race for 500 students from Am- 
man schools. 

The Armed Forces’ brass 
bands held an evening tattoo at 
the sports stadium of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. Dean of the 
Students Department Kbaled Al 
Karaki and teachers and students 
attended the show. Later Karaki 
opened an exhibition of cultural 
and scientific books at the uni- 
versity. 

An art exhibition by Anwar 
Haddadin vriS be held Nov. 23- 
27, 3989 at Yannonk University 
marking the King’s birthday 
anni v ersar y. - 

A popular anarch was held 
Wednesday at the Shnna Secon- 
dary School for Girls. Senior offi- 
cials from the North Gfaor district 
and scouts led the march, which 
preceded farther celebrations. 
Folkloric . performances and 
skiing displays were held in 
Aqaba. 

Celebrations were also held at 
the Jordan University of Science 
and Technology (JUST) to mark 
die King’s birthday. Tta festivi- 
ties included exhibitions and a 
ceremony held to honour excell- 
ing students. The university presi- 
dent, Dr. Karol Ajlotmi, also 
opened a football stadium to 
marie die- celebration. 

On Tuesday, Her Royal. Higb- 
hess Princess Wijdan AH; .'de- 
putising for His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, opened an 
exhibition of jprayer rags at the 
Yannonk University. In the ex- 
hibition are a rare collection of 
rugs dating back several cen- 
tnries. 


. MOSCOW (Agencies) Soviet 
Prcadehf Mikhail Goibachevhas 
waroed the Western powers 
. >gBihstotr^ng to lake advantage 
[ of the' upheaval in Eastern 
not'to sour 
‘QtenatiooalcoopCTatioii by '‘ex T 
-Porting eap hflHttn ”- 
1 He made the comments six , 
• oays iftier East Germany^ 

■ cods^cid^ Communist leaders let 
- %m-qxm ta, trawd foeely to the 
Wca tad aa W^tora coantzres 


fofi eff doUais hi aid to Feted 
.and Hungary. 

. ■- Other ,7 top . Soviet ..officials 
-j(Haed-thrar^r««fent in -condo. 

a cazitat insSbilitJ in 
% East bloc and throwmg cold 
^foron caBs for German reaai- 


; ■ K Tbiyo/GoftaAev adviser 
.^tenda Yaltoriev m«i he was 
'SOipri^byWestem tXHmnenta- 
Jtirvdfoiiijeqttet foetumuh m 
™?^iod:as demonstrate foe 
socidtan .and sowe*' 


It am obsolete, archaic 


uard on watch at a newly opened passage reader a 
ng . 

warns West 
>rt capitalism’ 

way of drinking,” the pohtburo emigration requests over the 
member tokf a news conference same period, A DN reported. 
Wednesday in Tokyo (see page 8). More than &)0,000 East Germans 
“We would like to have a com- have emigrated or fled to West 
mem European house based bn Germany this year, 
freedom. If someone interferes in Economist Kari-Heinz Arnold 
that process, we might go back to the Communist Party news- 

the tune of the cold wa r. We are paper Berliner Zeitung that East 
standing at such a juncture.” Germany can manage its own 
Gorbachev issued Ms warning recovery, an indication that West 
to tire West in a Kremlin meeting Germany’s conditional aid offer 
Tuesday with Foreign Minister way be rejected. 

“I don’t see any need to drama- 
East German ne spap tise the infer nal tw exte rnal finan- 

W^Gennany’s offer of financial ^ qnotodi as saying. 

Also- Wednesday, East Ger- The. government newspaper 
many’s trf&aal news, agency said Bauem-Echo, aimed at East Ger- 
neafiy half the country’s 16.S many’s formers, warned of be* 
mflUon people had been issued commg too greatly influenced ta 
visas fw the West tee travel West Germany, 
restrictions were lifted last “Yes to unrestricted travel. No 
Thursday! ' to an East German sellout:” the 

ADN quoted an unidentified paper declared. “Yes to meeting 
Interior Ministry official as saying a gain, no to reunification. The 
7,765,881 -visas for West Berlin two German states are politically 
and West Germany had been, and economically too (fiverse.” 
approved. Visas are for visit* by There was no official response 
people intending to return. . . from the . government to West 
Authorities approved 13,579 Germany’s offer. 
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One year after the proclamation of the State of 
Palestine, peace efforts are stagnated but the 


inttifafa, the *revubidOD of stones,’ shows no 
ab a tin g 


Palestinians defy massive 
siege to mark anniversary 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM |„ # ™ . . . - a ^ 

Kmg congratulates Arafat 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) Israeli troops con- 
fmed a million Palestinians to 
their homes in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip Wednesday , 
the first anniversary of the dec- 
laration of the State of Palestine. 


nahsts from entering many towns 
and villages in the West Bank, 
while the entire Gaza Strip re- 
mained a dosed area following a 
Monday night ambush in which 
one Israeli soldier was killed and 
another wounded. 

About half a million of the 
Gaza Strip’s 700,000 residents 
were under curfew, bnt witnesses 
quoted by Reuters said activists 
handed out posters of Yasser 
Arafat, leader of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
and copies of the Palestinian 
national anthem. 

In the West Bank, troops 
damped a curfew on Nablus, the 
largest dty. Residents of several 
camps housing Palestinian re- 
-fugees were also ordered off the 
streets. 

Israel radio said more than a 
million Palestinians out of the 1.7 
nuQion living in the West Bank 
and Gaza were confined to their 
homes by curfews. 

Festivities staged in several 
towns and refugee camps in the 
West Bank and Gaza featured 
youths shooting off fireworks, 
street dancing, and children mar- 
ching with balloons the colours erf 
the Palestinian national flag. 

Violent protests erupted in at 
least five towns where soldiers 
fired live ammuni tion and. rubber 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hb Majesty King Hnsrem sent a congratulatory 
message to Palestine President and Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat Wednesday on the occ asi on of 
the (fast a n n i vers a ry of the proclamation of a Palestinian state. 

The Jordan News Agency, Petra, said the King voiced hope that 
the Palestinians* struggle would be crowned with the establis hment 
of an independent state led by the PLO. 


bullets, wounding or injuring 10 
people during stone-throwing de- 
monstrations, reports said. 

Police also fired tear-gas to 
disperse a protest march by about 
200 doctors and nurses from the 
hospitals in Arab Jeraalem, after 
rocks were hurled at the troops 
from behind fences, a spokesman 
said. There were no injuries in 
the incident. 

Troops were under orders to 
respond firmly to any violence 
and were warned that uprising 
activists bad received orders to 
increase the use of firearms in the 
wake of Monday’s fatal shooting 
in the Gaza. 

“I warn the residents of the 
(occupied) territories that if they 
try to use force and obey the 
orders of srike forces, they will 
suffer, and suffer greatly,” 
Israel’s chief of staff Dta Shom- 
ron was quoted by two news 
dailies as saying Tuesday night. 

Five major newspapers said 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
told legislators Tuesday that 

Arab activists had received secret 
orders from uprising leaders to 
attack Israelis with firearms, 
rather than stones or firebombs, 


Saadeh hits Aoun 
for ‘not giving 
peace a chance’ 


SRjutiNE, Lebanon (AP) — 
Leading Christian politician 
George Saadeh Wednesday criti- 
cised axmy chief Michel Aoun for 
not giving peace a chance. But 
Aoun said moderate Christian 
leaders who support an Arab 
peace plan deserve to have their 
throats and tongues cut. 

“We’ve tried all means to liber- 
ate Lebanon from foreign forces 
throughout the 14 _ years of war, 
bat we haven’t succeeded,” the 
57-year-old Saadeh said in an 
interview with the Associated 
Press. 

“Tlie national reconciliation 
charter is a peace offensive to 
liberate Lebanon without blood- 
shed,” he said, referring to a pact 
devised by pariiament at a meet- 
ing in Saudi Arabia. 

*T don’t understand why he 
(Aoun) doesn’t want to give 
peace a chance,” Saadeh said in 
tiie interview in his home village 
of Shfotine, 45 kilometres north 
of Beirut. 

He made the remarks after 
Aoun warned: 

“Those who support the Arab 
solution deserve to have then- 
throats and tongues cut... we are 
not going to be lenient with 
them.” 

Saadeh, a Maronite Catholic 
like Aoun, heads the right-wing 
Falange Party, which is the 
largest (Tiristian political faction 
in Lebanon. He also doubles as 
head of the Lebanese Front 
alliance of Christian groups, and 
is a. member of parliament. 

Saadeh was the main Christian 
negotiator in 23 days of delibera- 
tions by Lebanese legislators at 
the Saudi summer resort of Taif 
last month, which resulted in a 
peace plan to end the civil war. 


which has killed more than 
150,000 people. 

The accord, referred to locally 
as the national reconciliation 
charter, was ratified by parlia- 
ment at a meeting at an air base 
in north Lebanon Nov. 4, when 
the deputies also elected par- 
liamentary member Rene 
Muawad as president of the re- 
public. 

Aoun rejected the Taif accord 
because it does not include a 
timetable for the withdrawal of 
Syria's 40,000 troops from pre- 
dominantly Muslim Lebanese ter- 
ritories under their control. 

The 54-year-old general de- 
clared parliament dissolved to 
prevent the house from ratifying 
tiie peace accord and to try to 
block the presidential election.. 

Aoun also rejected Mua wad’s 
election as unconstitutional, but 
Saadeh said “The election of 
President Muawad is 100 per cent 
in line with the constitution” and 
stressed his party would recognise 
the government formed by 
Muawad. 

Muawad has designated politi- 
cian Salim Al Hoss as prime 
minister to form a national recon- 
ciliation government in line with 
the Taif accord. 

Hoss, in his capacity as care- 
taker finance minister, instructed 
the Finance Ministry and Central 
Bank Wednesday that only Presi- 
dent Muawad was allowed to 
withdraw from die account allo- 
cated' for the presidency. 

* Hoss, contacted by telephone, 
said the measure was meant to 
“stop Aoun from withdrawing 
from the presidency’s account 
Now we have a president He is 
tiie only one who has tiie right to 
control tins account” 


particularly W ed nesday Nov. 15. 

The day marked one year since 
the Palestine National Council 
(PNC) proclaimed statehood in 
title occupied territories. 

Palestinians launched celebra- 
tions of the holiday Tuesday 
night, setting off fireworks in 
Khan Ynnis in the Gaza Strip, 
where women also danced to the 
steps of the “dabka” in streets. 

Festivities continued in several 
(tees, such as Yatta near Heb- 
ron. Some 200 youths masked 
with headdresses danced in the 
village wearing Tee-shirts with 
emblems of tiie green-black-red 
and white Palestinian flag and 
sang nationalist songs. 

In Mazraa Asharkiya near 
RamaHah, activists draped the 
Palestinian flag on a mosque, 
while children encircled the 
building with smaller flags. Pic- 
tures' of Arafat were also dis- 
played. 

In Ramallah, 12 kilometres 
north of Jerusalem, soldiers 
plaosd the centre of the West 
Bank town under curfew and 
erected roadblocks to prevent 
journalists from entering. 


Arafat: Palestinian 
peace message ignored 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat said 
Wednesday the “message of 
peace” that accompanied his 
proclamation of a Palestinian 
state a year ago was misunder- 
stood by Israel and ignored by the 
United States. 

The Israelis were “Minded by 
their hatred and by their deter- 
mination to pursue the occupa- 
tion” of the West Bank, the 
Palestinian news agency WAFA 
reported Arafat as saying, and 
had failed to understand that “we 
want to five in a free and indepen- 
dent territory so that the cradle of 
religions may again become a 
land of peace." 

Unfortunately, Arafat said, tiie 
Untied States — in spite of Presi- 
dent George Bush’s warning that 
tta occupation must end — “con- 
tinues to give Israel unlimited 
assistance, allowing it to pursue 
the occupation and the violations 
of h uman rights in the occupied 
territories.” 

On Tuesday, the U.S. house of 
representatives approved a $14.6 
hilHon foreign aid bill that in- 


cluded $3 billion for Israel. 

Arafat, on the first anniversary 
of the proclamation of the Stale 
of Palestine, said Palestinians had 
an ap p oin tment with victory in 
their battle for an independent 
country. 

The year proved the Palesti- 
nian movement h ad made the 
right choice when it Launched its 
peace initiative, be said: “We 
have an appointment with vic- 
tory. The dawn is breaking and 
the state is a stone’s throw away.” 
In a statement Wednesday to 
mark the anniversary, the FLO 
chairman said: “A year has now 
passed since the historic decision 
of our national council and it was 
confirmed that the Palestinian 
vision was sound and that the 
decision was the right one.” 

In the early hours of Nov. 15 
last year, at a meeting in Algiers, 
the Palestine National Council 
(PNC) proclaimed the state and 
approval a peace strategy based 
on a two-state solution in the 
territory now occupied by Israel. 

The PLO says 93 states have 
recognised the new state or the 
independence proclamation. 


U.S. sends message to PLO through Cairo 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
U.S. secretary of state tele- . 
phoned his Egyptian counter- 
part Wednesday, hours before 
top-level American-Israeli talks 
in Washington, and gave him a 
message for tta Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
about a proposed Middle East 
peace dialogue. 

Foreign: Minister Esmat 
Abdul Meguid said Secretary 
James Baker’s message was a 
reply to one that Egypt had 
relayed to Washington last 
week on behalf of the PLO. 

“Secretary Baker phoned me 
early tins morning and gave me 
the U.S. response to the 
Palestinian request for clarifica- 
tions and explanations that I 
had relayed last Friday,” Abdul 
Meguid said. 

He spoke with reporters after 
pasting along Baker’s message 
to Hani Al Hassan, a chief 
lieutenant of FLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, and foe PLO’s 
representative in Cairo. 


Abdul Meguid and Israeli 
Foreign Minister Moshe Arena 
both have consulted with Baker 
several times by pbone since 
the secretary last month prop- 
osed a five-point plan for an 
Israeli- Palestinian dialogue in 
Cairo as a step towards a peace 
settlement. 

Under the plan proposed 
by Baker, Israelis and Palesti- 
nians would meet for prelimin- 
ary talks in Cairo which canid 
eventually lead to a further 
round of peace negotiations. 

The main obstacle to the 
meeting is over who will repre- 
sent Palestinians at the meet- 
ing. Israel says it will not talk to 
the PLO, the PLO 1 says it must 
have the final say in any delega- 
tion. 

Cairo has been acting as the 
main mediator betwtan the 
PLO and Washington. 

Cairo’s Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) reported 
from Washington that diploma- 
tic sources attached importance 


to the riming of Baker's call. 

It came 18 hours before 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir was to rater talks in 
Washington with Baker and 
President George Bush. Sha- 
mir, who arrived Monday, was 
seeing Baker over lunch at the 
State Department before call- 
ing on Bush at the White 
House. 

MENA said its Washington 
sources mentioned the possibil- 
ity of an announcement in 
Washington Thursday or Friday 
of “a step that m&y open the 
way for tta start of the Palesti- 
man-Israeli dialogue envisaged 
by Baker.” 

The agency said reports cir- 
culating in Washington spoke 
of an immine nt meeting there 
among Baker, Abdul Meguid 
and Arens. 

Reports have said such a 
meeting is among the five 
points <rf the Baker plan, detaps 
of winch have not been dis- 
closed officially. The reports 


said Baker wants the three-way 
meeting to precede the dia- 
logue. 

State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Totwfler said 
in Washington Tuesday the 
points raised by Israel tad by 
Egypt for the PLO would have 
to be ironed out before Baker 
hosts the ministeiial scsson. 

Speaking before Baker’s 
phone call, Tntwiier said 
Washington likewise still awa- 
ited Egypt’s own views on the 
plan and that a positive reply 
from Cairo would be helpful. 

Abdul Meguid did not say 
whether he and Baker touched 
on this in their conversation. 

Palestinian sources in Cairo 
said the PLO request for clar- 
ifications in effect demanded 
that Washington acknoweldge 
that the FLO has the sole right 
to form a delegation to the 
dialogue and to represent the 
Paletaman people m all future 
peace talks. It also demanded 
that tiie dialogue agenda be 


unconditional and open. 

These demands appear 
directly counter to Latah-re- 
quested U.S. assurances that 
the dialogue would be confined 
to mechanics of Palestinian 
elections in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza, with no 
participation by the PLO. 

Shamir was visited in his mid- 
town Washington hotel suite 
Tuesday by officials from the 
American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee (AIPAC), a lob- 
bying and research group, and 
from the Conference Presidents 
of Major American Jewish 
Organisations. 

He also met with Israeli 
Ambassador Moshe Arad and 
other Israeli embassy officials. 

Some 200 American rabbis 
signed a letter circulated by tbe j 
American Jewish Peace Lobby j 
urging Shamir to accept tta 
principle that Israel should re- j 
nnquish land in return for! 


V- J -‘ 
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Iran drops demand for Iraqi 
troop pullout from PoW swap 


U.N. officer kills SLA 
mili tiaman in gunbattle 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran Wednesday set conditions for 
an exchange of Gulf war prisoners bnt for the first 
time omitted demands thk Iraqi troops withdraw 
from its territory, raising hopes of a breakthrough in 
peace talks. 


Iranian leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei said only that Iraq 
should name thousands of unreg- 
istered PoWs as a first step to a 
prisoner swap, Tehran Radio 
monitored in Nicosia said. | 

“The first step for this human 
act is for Iraq to sincerely 
announce the number of PoWs,” 
the radio quoted Khamenei as 
telling relatives of soldiers cap- 
tured in the eight-year war with 
Iraq. “We desire the return- of 
our captives more than anyone 
else.” 

The English-language daily 
Tehran Times, which is close to 
the Foreign Ministry, said in its 
editorial Wednesday that a brek- 
through towards a settlement 
with Iraq might be at hand. 

The official news agency IRNA 
broke with its snormal practice 
and carried the editorial Tuesday 
night, probably the first time it 
has reported press articles before 
publication. 

Khamenei made no reference 
to U.N. envoy Jan Eliasson, who 
has been shuttling between 
Tehran and Baghdad for the past 
two weeks in a new bid to revive 
deadlocked Gulf peace talks. 

But the Tehran Tunes said 
“some observers here hold that 


Eliasson might have actually 
broken the deadlock of die talks 
already and a full implementation 
of U.N. Resolution 598 is just 
around the comer.” 

Officials of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) estimate that 22,000 to 

27.000 unregistered Iranian 
PoWs are in Iraqi camps. Its 
delegates have visited another 
18,000. 

The Geneva-based organisa- 
tion has registered more than 

50.000 Iraqi PoWs in Iran. It 
estimates uie total number of 


estimates the total number of 
Iraqi captives to be between 
60,000 and 70,000. 

Iran and Iraq exchanged sever- 
al hundred old and disabled pris- 
oners at the end of last year, but 
the deal negotiated by the ICRC 
broke down after mutual charges 
of bad faith. 

Apart from exchange of prison- 
ers, Resolution 598, the basis of 
peace talks which began after the 
August 1988 ceasefire, calls for 
withdrawal of troops behind in- 
ternational borders. 

Several rounds of talks be- 
tween Iran and Iraq under the 
auspices of the United Nations 
failed to make progress towards a 
durable peace. 

Tehran, saying Iraqi troops still 


occupy 2,600 square kilometres 
of I ranian land around the bor- 
der, has insisted that their eva- 
cuation should be the next steps 
in the peace process. 

The resolution also calls for the 
formation of a committee to de- 
cide which side started the war in 
1980 and negotiations to settle 
other outstanding issues between 
Iran and Iraq. 

Baghdad says the ceasefire is 
incomplete without its right to 
free navigation in the Gutf and 
insists on the early dredging of 
the disputed Shatt A1 Arab bor- 
der waterway, its main outlet to 
the sea. 

By putting the PoW issue at 
centre-stage, Khamenei said, 
Iraq wanted to force Iran to agree 
to the exchange of only the reg- 
istered prisoners. 

This would leave Tehran with 
no leverage to secure the release 
of the rest of its captives, he said. 

“We don't want to be duped by 
the enemy and be manipulated by 
mean politicians who backed Iraq 
during eight years of war,” 
Khamenei said. 

“We have suffered a lot of 
hardship. We will suffer some 
more mid by God's grace will 
bring the enemy to its knees.” 

The Iranian leader also criti- 
cised the ICRC for what he said 
was its failure to bring the neces- 
sary pressure to bear on leaq to 
register the rest of Iranian PoWs. 

Iran’s United Nations repre- 
sentative Wednesday said that an 
Iraqi vessel attacked two Iranian 


boats in die Gulf last month ana 
took an I ranian sailor prisoner, 
the IRNA reported. 

The agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, said that Kamal Khanazi 
made the accusation in a letter to 
U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar. 

In the letter, Kharrazi rebutted 
an earlier Iraqi accusation that 
two Ir anian gunboats had attack- 
ed an Iraqi tugboat. 

He urged the secretary general 
to secure the release of the cap- 
tured sailor, whom he identified 
as Ali Yarshenasi, IRNA said. 

Kharrazi said the attack on the 
I ranian boats took place on Oct- 
13 near the month of the 
B ahmanshir River. Hie river 
flows into the Gulf through 
southwestern Khuzestan pro- 
vince. 

Khanazi described the attack 
as an ‘ill-intentioned, irresponsi- 
ble and aggressive act,” IRNA 
said. 

The letter warned that “if Iraq 
repeats such acts, it will be re- 
sponsible for the consequences,” 
IRNA said. 

Kharrazi denied an earlier Ira- 
qi accusation that two Iranian 
gunboats attacked the Iraqi tug- 
boat, A1 In tsar, on Oct 25 and 
killed one crewman. 

The Iraqi accusation was car- 
ried in a letter to Perez de Cuellar 
last month* 

IRNA reports at the time of 
the attack said Iran was conduct- 
ing naval manoeuvres in the Gulf, 
but did not specify where. 


Iranian students reportedly clash with troops 


NICOSIA (AP) — One hundred 
fifty Iranian students were' in- 
jured and 205 arrested in a dash 
with Revolutionary Guards in 
Tehran last week, die main dissi- 
dent Iranian movement claimed 
Wednesday. 

The Iraqi-based Mnjahedeen 
Khalq, or people’s holy warriors, 
said that the violence erupted on 
the Tehran Polytechnic Campus 
when the guards forcibly evicted 
the students from a disused build- 
ing belonging to the armed forces 
which they were using as a dormi- 
tory. 

The Mujahedeeu said in a 
statement telexed from the Bagh- 
dad headquarters to the Associ- 
ated Press in Cyprus that 70 
students were severely injured 
and taken to hospital. 

The Mnjahedeen claimed that 


there have been eight other 
dashes between students and 
security forces in other universi- 
ties since mid-September. 

There was no wnm«iiim» inde- 
pendent confirmation of the Mn- 
jahedeen claim and the Iranian 
media has made no mention of 
the reported dash. 

But Tehran Radio, monitored 
in Nicosia, said that President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani met the Sup- 
reme Council of the Cultural Re- 
volution Tuesday and “expressed 
regret at the recent tragic inci- 
dent." 

The radio did not elaborate on 
what that was, but quoted the 
council as urging students to “re- 
main ever attentive so that such 
incidents — which benefit no one 
— would not be repeated.” 

The radio said the council, 
which has charge of university 


campuses, appointed a commit- 
tee to follow up “die issue.” 

The Mnjahedeen, who claim to 
have large numbers of activists 
inside Iran, said the students took 
over the building belonging to the 
Basij, or volunteeer corps of the 
armed forces, because residential 
facilities were inadequate. 

The statement said that su dents 
at the college have boycotted 
classes to protest the crackdown 
of their classmates by the Revolu- 
tionary Guards. 

The problem of inadequate 
university housing has been a 
recurring issue in the Iranian 
media and speeches by Iranian 
leaders. 

In what appeared to be a reac- 
tion to the Tehran incident, for- 
mer President Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, Iran’s spiritual leader, 
last week appointed five high 


ranking members to the council, 
which is now dominated by Raf- 
sanjaxri and his loyalists. 

Vice President Hassan Habibi 
and Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati were among those 
appointed to what had been a 
relatively minor counriL 

The other appointees included 
Mostafa Mirsalim, KhameneTs 
senior adviser when he was presi- 
dent; Abbas Mahfonzi, one of 
Khmenef s top repr esentatives at 
the universities, and Mohammad 
Saeed Taslimi, chairman of par- 
liament’s Culture and Higher 
Education Committee. 

Tehran Radio said that at 
Tuesday's meeting, Rafsanjani 
was appointed to head the council 
and the head of Iran's judiciary, 
Mohammad Yazdi, was named 
his deputy. 


Starvation haunts south Sudan’s battlefields 


KHARTOUM (R) — Starvation 
is again haunting the battlefield 
of south Sudan where drought 
and the impact of a six-year-old 
war has killed hundreds of 
thousands of people. 

Western diplomats and relief 
workers said Wednesday that 
although a government ban on 
relief flights to the south so far 
had had limited impact, this could 
change dramatically by mid-De- 
cember. 

The military government says 
the two-week-old ban wfll be 
lifted once an investigation is 
completed into the bombing on 
Oct. 31 of a rebel-held town. 

Diplomats said they believed 
the Sudanese Air Force carried 
out the bombing against Yirol. 
The town of Waat, also control- 
led by guerrillas of the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA), was bombed on Nov. 4. 
The airforce was again suspected. 

Relief workers say that Juba, - 
the south Sudanese capital whose 
land links have been cut for more 


than one year, is likely to be the 
first to suffer acute food shor- 
tages if the flights ban is not lifted 
soon. 

“Food supplies in Juba are very 
low, jnst enough for a couple of 
weeks,” Bob Koepp, the Nairobi- 
based relief coordinator of the 
Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF), said Tuesday. 

Without the flights, an esti- 
mated 300,000 people in and 
around Juba who have come to 
depend on relief aid would face 
starvation, be said. 

The ban, which also affects 
flights from neighbouring Kenya 
and Uganda, prompted a senior 
SPLA official to accuse Sudanese 
leader General Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir of blocking food aid to 
break popular support for the 
rebels. 

At least 250,000 southern 
Sadanese died of hunger or dis- 
ease last year alone. 

This year, a United Nations-led 
relief programme, which began in 
April and ended on Oct. 31, has 


prevented a repeat of the 1988 
tragedy, blamed on the policies of 
the rebels and the government in 
Khartoum. 

The ban was enforced at a time 
when fresh hostilities in the south 
were increasing after a six-month 
lull which started in May when 
the first of a series of unilateral 
ceasefires took effect to allow 
supplies to get through- 

Hie SPLA says it is fighting in 
the mainly aninrist and Christian 
south to end what it sees as die 
unjust domination of the country 
by the Muslim majority in the 
north. 

Diplomats and relief workers 
said the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC), which 
operated relief programmes in 
eight southern areas until the ban 
was imposed, this week rejected a 
Sudanese proposal to resume re- 
lief flights to the government- 
held town of Juba. 

“Hie ICRC could not be seen 
to be only operating in a govern- 
ment-held town,” said one 


SUDAN 



MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (R) — 
A Norwegian officer with the 
United Nations shot and killed a 
member of an Israeli-backed mflt- 
tia in a gunbattle in South Leba- 
non on Wednesday, a UNIFIL 
spokeswoman said. 

It was the first time that a 
member of the U.N. peacekeep- 
ing force had shot a South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) militiaman 
since fire 5,600-man United Na- 
tio ns Int erim Force in Lebanon 
(UNIFIL) -was deployed in the 
South in 1978 to ensure Israel 
withdrew. 

The dash erupted when an 
SLA vehicle tried to force its way 
through a Norwegian checkpoint 
at Ibl A1 Saqui, base fra UNI- 
FIL’s Norwegian battalion in 
Israel’s scif-dedared South Leba- 
non “security zone,” the spokes- 
woman said. 

“Norwegian soldiers fired 
three warning shots into the air. 
Two SLA soldiers in the car 
opened fire at the Norwegian 
soldiers and a short exch ange of 
gunfire followed. UNIFIL has no 
casualties,” the spokeswoman 
told Reuters. 

Security sources said the mili- 
tiaman was shot in the stomach 
after firing in the air at the 
checkpoint and was rushed to 
Manayonn hospital in critical 
condition where be died. 


They said the Norwegian offic- 
er ordered the mili tiamen to band 
over their weapons before enter- 
ing Ibl Ai Saqi. 

The sources added that the 
SLA men refosed and fired in the 
air. The Norwegian responded by 
firing into the ground but a bullet 
ricocheted and hit a militiaman in 
the stomach, they said. 

They said SLA Commander 
Antoine Lahd held a meeting 
with the commander of the 
Norweigian unit and die head of 
the Israeli army in South Leba- 
non to discuss the incident. 

Relation? b etwee n Israel and 
Norwegian UNIFIL forces were 
strained last year when the 
Norwegian commander in Leba- 
non likened Israeli soldiers to 
Nazis. 

In August, SLA militiamen 
shot mid wounded two Norwe- 
gian soldiers in a similar dash. 
The Norwegians then refused to 
let an SLA patrol enter an area 
under its control. 

Hie 3,000-strong SLA and 
Israeli troops control a southern 
buffer strip running up to 14 
kilometres into Lebanese terri- 
tory designed to prevent com- 
mando against Israel's 

northern border. 

Israel set up the zone in 1985 
when it withdrew the bulk of its 
troops from Lebanon. 


Pro-Khartoum militia 
claims killing 150 rebels 


KHARTOUM (AP) — A new 
breach of foe ceasefire in south- 
ern Sudan’s civil war was re- 
ported Wednesday with a pro- 
government militia's claim to 
have killed ISO rebels in fighting 
last week. 

Hie group, known as Anyanya 
II, said in a statement published 
in the newspaper Al Ingaz Al 
Watan that 230 rebels were 
wounded imthe three-day battle 
that ended Friday. 

It said fighters of foe Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) started foe battle by 
attacking in and around Fangak, 
760 kilometres sooth west of 
Khartoum. The attack was re- 
pulsed, Anyanya U said. 

Anyanya Q, whose predecessor 
group fongfat against foe national 
government in the 1970s, also 
claimed its men turned back 
another attack in another sector 
of the vast southern region Bafar 
Al Ghazal. 

It did not mention casualties 
but said its fighters seized a rebel 
camp in the area and were still 
chasing routed rebels. 

Anyanya n is named for the 
Anyanya rebel group which 


fought the government for years 
until signing a peace agreement 
with then-President Jaafar 
Numeiri in Addis Ababa in 
March, 1972. “Anyanya” denotes 
the poison of a gabon viper. 

Anyanya n formed and joined 
foe rebellion when the SPLA 
renewed the southern crvfl war in. 
1983. It switched sides in 1985, 
after a military coop ended 
Numeirfs 16-year reign. 

The war had been quiet since 
April, when both rides agreed to 
a ceasefire to allow relief supplies 
through to starving southerners, 
until renewed fi gh ting broke out 
in October. 

The Christian and animkt re- 
bels are for autonomy and a 
greater share of Sudan’s econo- 
mic 

- The armed forces claimed 
Tuesday that 600 rebels and 12 
government troops were killed In 
heavy fighting around foe south- 
ern gamson town of Rumbek last 
weekend. 

A statement by the Armed 
Farces General Co mmand said 
that it was the second attack this 
month by foe rebels on Rumbek, 
1.025 kilometres south west of 
Khartoum. 


Rebels report heavy 
fighting around Jalalabad 


worker. 

The diplomats said the ICRC 
and other international relief 
agencies in Sudan had also turned 
down a government offer to fly 
their personnel into and out of 
the south in military aircraft. 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghan 
rebels have launched a heavy 
attack on foe city of Jalalabad in 
eastern Afghanistan and cut its 
road to Kabul, Mnjahedeen 
spokesman in Pakistan said 
Wednesday. 

A force of 2,000 to 4,000 guer- 
rillas had captured-twb govern- 
ment army posts and a tank and 
destroyed an ammtmitioa depot 
dose to the city in the attack, 
which began Tuesday night, one 
said. 

Government troops replied 
with heavy shelling of rebel stron- 
gholds. Eight of Kabul’s soldiers 
and two Mujahedeeu rebels bad 
been killed, he added. 

The reports could not be inde- 
pendently confirmed. A govern- 
ment military spokesman said in 
Kabul Monday, however, that 


guerrillas had massed a force of 
10,000 to attack Jalalabad. 

Hte city is dose to the Pakistan 
border and has been a key target 
of Mnjahedeen operations since 
the Soviet troop pullout in Febru- 
ary. Guerrilla forces suffered 
heavy calamities and a blow to 
.their morale when a major assault 
on Jalalabad foiled in April. 

The opposition-run AAP news 
agency Wednesday denied 
Kabul’s claim that it had 
reopened the strategic Saiang 
Highway between foe Afghan 
capital and the Soviet Union at 
the start of November. 

Mnjahedeen still controlled the 
road “at various places” and had 
ambushed and captured trucks 
carrying government military 
supplies along the route, it said. 


middle east news briefs 

Egypt, Bahrain hold security talks 

BAHRAIN (R) Egyptian Interior Minister Zafa Badr said Ids 

talks with Bahraini officials would strengthen security coopera- 
tion between the two countries. The Gulf News Agency quoted 
BahramV Interior Minster Sheikh Mohammad IbaKhahfo Al 
Khalifa as saying that his talks with foe Eg yptian Minster 
Wednesday focused on ways of fighting ding trafficking and 
terrorism. Sheikh Mohammad raid Arab intenor ministers would 
bold their annual meeting in Cairo in December to boost tecurity- 
cooperation between Arab countries. Badr arrived m. Bahtin 
from Qatar. He is due to fly to the United Arab Enmates Friday. 

Iraqis show allegiance to Hussein 

BAGHDAD (R) — Thousands of patriotic Iraqis braved driving, 
rain Tuesday to show their allegiance to President Saddam ; 
Hussein. The official Iraqi News Agency (INA)said huge crowds . 
packed foe streets of Baghdad and other cities to mark-foe 
seventh anniversary of the people's allegiance to their leader. 
Hundreds of thousands of Iraqis took to the streets on Nay. 14, 
1982 shouting “yes yes for Hussein” to challenge Iran’s doubts 
about the president’s domestic popularity. 

Malta to end pact with Libya 

VALLETTA (R) — Malta wfll end a military agreement with 
Libya that has Strained relations with the United States before 
hosting next month’s seaborne superpower summit, Prime Minis- 
ter Edward Fenech Adami has said. The summit between UJS. 
President George Bush and Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev 
off Malta’s coast put foe Mediterranean Island at centre stage in a 
historic moment, he said during an interview with Renters, ft also 
crowned a radical improvement in relations with Washington 
since he took office in 1987, he added. The pro- Libya n policies of 
Malta’s previous Labour government severely strained relations 
with Washington. But Fenech Adami said in a few days he 
expected to sign a new agreement with Libya drastically amending 
a 1984 friendship treaty “and eliminating ail foe objectionable 
provisions. The 1984 agreement amounted almost to a military 
affiance, a military protocol which is being completely abrogated. 
The new agreement will amply be one of cooperation m the 
economic, social and cultural fields,” he added. 

Turkey extepds state of emergency 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey extended for another four months a 
two-year-old state of emergency in remote provinces hit by_a 
separatist Kurdish insurgency, a parliamentary official said 
Wednesday. The role giving tire armed forces and a regional' 
governor special powers in foe provinces of Bingol, Diyarbakir, 
Elazig, Hakkari, Mardm, Sort, Timceii and Van will be valid until 
March 19 next year. The extension was approved in a late 
Tuesday meeting of parliament, the official told Reuters. Rebels 
of the Marxist Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) have been waging a 
violent campaign for independence for Turkey’s estimated eight 
million Kurds since mid-1984. Nearly 2,000 people inchidijm 
ci vilians have been killed in tire insurgency with an average of 70 
deaths a month since March. Hie army, gendarmerie and police 
fi ghting the rebels in sparsely-populated mountain areas are 
s u pported by some 15, 000 volunteer village guards. The PKK claim 
the eastern and southeastern border region is part of an andeat 
Kurdish homeland covering areas of Iran, Iraq and Syria as well. 

Saudis deport 400 Nigerians 

LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) — Saudi Arabia deported 400 Nigerian 
nationals, putting them on a flight to Kano, in northern Nigeria, 
foe independent Punch newspaper reported Wednesday. Hie 
newspaper said the Nigerians were sent home Tuesday on a, 
special flight of the Saudi national airline. The 400 included men 
mid women who had been firing in Saudi Arabia /’legally for 
years. The newspaper sad more than 1, POT other Ni gerians were 
sent borne earlier this year. Most of the Nigerians had gone to 
Saudi Arabia on pilgrimages to Mecca ami chose to remain there, 
the newspaper said. Some had stayed in Saudi Arabia so many 
years they had difficulty speaking their own local Nigerian tribal 
lan gu a ge s, Punch reported. 

Tehran paper callsfor wealth checks f 

NICOSIA (R) — : An Iranian newspaper, reporting a midti- 
million-dollar armed robbery from a bouse in Tehran, has said the - 
victim and other rich people should be investigated to make sure' 
their wealth was legitimate. Robbers wearing military uniforms 
forced their Way into the house of a Jewish man at gunpoint and 
made off with carpets and antiques worth 700 mfllion rials ($10 
nuflion) Kayhan newspaper said, ft quoted a police inspector as 
saying the man, who was not identified, kept objects wrath four 
trillion rials ($55 million) in his home. The robbers and several 
buyers of the stolen goods have been arrested, he added. Kayhan 
sate that when people had such valuable articles in their homes it 
was only natural to assume that their assets in foreign bank 
accounts were even higher- Such concentrations of wealth, the 
paper said, were an embarrassment for the Islamic Republic and 
its goal of social justice. “How long must we wait before these 
windfall masses of wealth are investigated?” it asked. - 

Ireland requires visas from Turks 

ANKARA (AP) — Ireland has notified the Turkish gover nm ent . 
that beginning Sunday it wfll require visas from Turkish nationals, 
the Foreign Ministry spokesman announced Wednesday. Spokes- 
man Murat Sungar told repraters that Ireland iwnrr ffp fl a 1955 
agreement that exempted the nationals of the two countries from 
visas. 
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SL Mary of Nnareth Qmrcfa SwdDdi 

TeL 810740 


Assemblies of God Chmefa, Tel. 
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St. Joseph Chnrcfa TeL 624590. 
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637440. 

De la Safe Cbntfa Td. 661757 
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WEATHER 

BaDctfa supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It wjD be odd and partly cloudy to 
doudy with scattered showers in (be 
northern and central parts of Ihe coun- 
try and winds win be westerly moder- 
ate. hi Aqaba, it will be partly ckmdy 
with southerly moderate triad and 
rough so3L 

Mul/bux. temp. 

Amman 7/15 

Aqaba 12/24 

Deserts -6/18 

Jordan Valley 12/21 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 15, Aqaba 24. Humidity readings: 
Amman 60 per cent. Aqaba 34 per 
cent. 
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RJ Flight Information 08-53200 
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AMMAN: 
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Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 
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Shmrisani Hospital 669131 
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AJ-Mnasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 
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Itafian, Al-Mufaajreen ........ 777101/3 

Al-BasUr, J. Asfarafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 


ZARQA: 

Zxrqa Gort. Hospital (09)983323 

Zaira National Hospital .. (09)991071 
Ibn Sou Hospital (09)966732 

IRBID: 

P ri nce s s Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is soppSed by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) ufoenutkm depart- 
ment at the Queen ASa IntenuttanaJ 
Airport TeL (08)53200-5, where A 
shew always he verified. 
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F n| P cs 450 / 400 
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4 ® /42 ° 

JS cr t Swcct l 160/320 
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Amman gathering pays 
tribute to Beit Sahour 


B 


Mariam M. Shown 

Times' Staff Writer 


AMMAN — On toe eve of the 
first anniversajy of the declara- 
tion of an independent State of 

Palestine, about 150 people 
gathered at the Amman chap- 
ter of the Beit Sahoor Qub to 
celebrate the occasion as well 
as to honour die “outstanding 
resistance which the people of 
Beit Sahoor and other people 
in the West . Bank, and Gaza 
have shown in die face at 
brutal - oppression,” as one 
jjcaJcer pm it. 

Hie independent PaWrman 
state was declared in a special 
session of the Paiestmc Nation- 
al Coaaal (PNC) to Algiers 
Nov. 15, 1988. 

AD Arab governments have 
recognised the Palestinian 
state along with 74 other coun- 
tries. 

A large banner carrying the 
Jordanian and Palestinian flags 
spanned overhead. Drawn pic- 
tures of a chinch tower as well 
as a mosque’s minaret deco- 
rated each side of the banner 
while two clasped hands under- 
neath seemed to symbolise a 
major theme of the evening — 
the; unity among Jordanians 
and Palestinians, Muslims and 
Christians and the unity of the 
Palestinian people. 

Even before the four guest 
speakers spoke , toe audience 


felt the message of solidarity 
and unity as symbolised m the 
22-month-old intifada. 

The speakers addressed the 
audience on Beit Sahoor na- 
tives residing in Amman and 
supporters of toe Palestinian 
cause about the symbolic sig- 
nificance of the resistance in 
Beit Sahour. 

No taxation 

“No taxation without repre- 
sentation" -was the iwafri slogan 
of resistance that the people 
people in Beit Sahour raised 
and maintained to resist Israeli 
occupation. The inhabitants of 
the Arab town, near Beth- 
lehem, refused Co pay their 
taxes to the Israeli authorities 
arguing they would not contri- 
bute to revenues that pay for 
the bullets that kill them and 
their compatriots. 

Prior to their refusal to pay 
taxes the people of Beit Sahour 
had refused to collect the 
Israeli identification cards. 

The ID cards are, imposed by 
the Israeli occupation forces on 
all Arab residents of the occu- 
pied territories. The Israelis 
retaliated quickly to what they 
saw as a challenge to their rule. 
Obviously they feared that re- 
sidents of other towns and vil- 
lages would emulate Beit 
Sahour to their resistance. 

Israeli Defence Minister Yit- 


zhak Rabin ordered a crack- 
down on toe town. A curfew 
was imposed followed by a 
warning from the defence 
minister that the people were 
about to be taught a “lesson 
that they would never forget” 
and soon afterwards tax collec- 
tors raided the town. Reports 
have said that goods worth 
over 51.5 million were 
“seized'' by the army during 
toe raids. 

_ Curfews on Beit Sahoor con- 
tinue today and the story has 
captured world attention 
to rough extensive media 
coverage. 

The fact that most of the 
town’s residents' are Christian 
Arabs is of no special signifi- 
cance to those familiar with the 
Palestinian resistance struggle, 
but to those who are not it may 
seem significant that the con- 
flict in Palestine is not only 
between M uslims and Jews. 

“In honour of the intifada, 
of the Arab people of Palestine 
and the victims of the Arab- 
Zsraeli conflict, let us stand to a 
moment of silence,” said 
Mashour Hadithe Jazi, bead of 
the Jor danian Co mmi ttee in 
Solidarity with the People of 
-Beit Sahour, addressing' 
Wednesday’s gathering in 
Amman. 

Jazi, along with lawyer 
Naela Rashdah and deputies- 
elect Mansur Murad and 



Ajfenei soldier shows reporters an order dosing the occupied 
w «t Bank town of Beit Sahour. Aftboagha prolonged siege 
was lifted to toe first week of November, toe town mzmtos under 
oMWtaat curfews for its residents’ refusal to pay nwc to the 
occupation authorities. 

Sheikh Yacoub Qarash, voiced 
total and absolute support for 
the intifada and stressed the 
unity of the Jordanian and 
Palestinian people and reiter- 
ated that the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) was 
toe sole representative of the 
Palestinian people. 

Murad stressed that support 
for “our people to the occupied 
territories has to materialise in 
a more* constructive and real 
way and not remain just lip- 


service. 

Qarash stressed the common 
Islamic culture of all Arab 
peoples “whether Muslim or 
Christian, ” and commended 
the people of Beit Sahour for 
“their heroic defence of the 
Arab Islamic homeland which 
is theirs and ours." 

Rashdan stressed (he “cen- 
tral role thar Beit Sahour has 
taken to symbolising the unity 
of the Palestinian people and 
thus the Arab Nation." 
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NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


KING CONGRATULATES ASSAD: His Majesty King Hussein 
Wednesday sent a cable to Syrian* President Hafez Al Assad on the 
anniversary of toe corrective movement to his country. He wished 
the president continued health and happiness and further progress 
for toe Syrian people (Petra). 

KING CONGRATULATES BULGARIAN LEADER: IBs 

Majesty King Hussein Wednesday cabled congratulations to 
Bulgarian President Petar Mladenov for being a p p o int ed as 
president of Bulgaria. His Majesty also congratulated Egon Krenz 
for assuming the presidency in the Democratic Republic of 
Germany (Petra). 

PRAYER RUG EXHIBITION: Her Highness Princess Wijdan 
Ah' Wednesday opened an exhibition of Anatolian prayer rags at 
the University of Yannouk on the occasion of His Majesty King 
Husseto’s Birthday anniversary. The exhibition, which toe Princess 
opened on behaff of His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
includes a rare , and precious collection of rugs which West German 
Ambassador tri Jordan Herwig Bartels bad collected (Petra). 

SUDAN ENVOY LEAVES: A Sudanese envoy left Amman 
Wednesday after delivering amessage to His Majesty King Hussein 
from the chairman of the Sadanese Revolutibaafy Cdinzriand and 
National Salvation Council, Omar Al Bashir. The message was 
delivered to the King by Colonel Mohammad Al Amin Khalifa, 
who was seen off upon departure by Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior Salem Masaadefa and Sudan’s ambassador to 
Jordan Radwari Mahjoub. 

125 TRAINEES GRADUATE: A total of 125 female trainees 
graduated Wednesday from toe Hamlan Community Centre after 
completing training courses to dress making, weaving and knitting, 
typing, flower arrangement and other crafts. The trainees spent 
four months in their .courses, conducted under the supervision , of 
specialists from the'Mmistry of Social Development. 

PSYCHIATRISTS MSI IN PARIS; The Amman-based Arab 
Federation of Psychiatrists is taking part to a five-day international 
conference, winch opens to Paris Thursday to discuss working 
papers dealing with drug addiction and alcoholism. Federation 
Chairman Dr. Adnan Takriti said the conference, which has been 
organised to cooperation with the Arab-French Mental Health 
Society, would discuss drug abuse, drags which adversely affect 
mental capacity, biological reasons behind addiction, alcoholism 
aitopther rela ted topics. Psychiatrists from around the world and 
Arab countries will take part to the c onferen ce, according to 
Takriti. 

CHARLES bE GAULLE SEMINAR: The Arab Thought Forum 
(ATF) is organising a two-day seminar here Saturday on “Charles 
dd Gaulle and the Arab Worid.” An ATF statement 


Wednesday that delegates from France and the Arab World wiQ 
start arriving for toe meeting Thursday and will leave Nov. 20. It 
said that the delegates will discuss world-wide liberation wars, de 
Gaulle mid people's rights, de Gaulle's view on the Middle East 
-ufBct dining 1967-1969, Jamal Abdul Nasser and de Gaulle, 
trope and Egypt, de Gaulle and Lebanon's independence and 
de Gaulle ana relations with Syria (Petra). 

FRENCH RESEARCH EXHIBITION ENDS: A French ' Re- 
search and Technology exhibition" at the French Cultural Centre 
ends today. It presented the latest works of French researchers and 
engineers. The exhibition was accompanied by video films. Many 
achfevtonento were the striking proof of the Freoch scientific and 
tedtoofoskxdyitohxy. Names of French researchers associated to 
great discoveries, the recent success of rite Ariane rocket and a 
Nobel Prize to Chemistry to 1987. The exhibition ran from Nov. 5 - 
Nov. 16. . 

SUHEIMAf RECEIVES INVITATION: Greater Amman 
lyor AK Soheimat received an invitation from Cairo Mayor 
ifantood Sharif, to visit Cairo to follow up the implementation of 
toe fraternity and cooperation agreement signed between Amman 
and Cairo to 1988, (Petra). 

RJ FOLKLORE TROUPE: The. Royal Jordanian (RJ) troupe 
held a number of folkloric per for m a nce to the American dries of 
Chicago .and Detroit last month. The performance were attended 
by -Andaman and Arab commumties to the two dries. 

ENGINEERING WORKSHOP: An engineering wor] 
nised by toe mechanical engineering department at toe J< 
Diversity of Science and Technology (JUST) concluded Wednes- 
day. The frv&day workshop, entitled “Industrial Processes — 
evaluation and pcrfonnauce, ” was aimed at reviewing the perform-: 
wee industrial processes, eqnqnhent maintenance and predicting 
failures and how to solve them. At the end of the workshop, to 
which. 37 engineers took part, partkapants received certificates. 

ON*)-,; * 

JORDAN PAVILUON WINS MEDAL: The Jordanian Pavi- 
lion 'at the International Exhibition won a gold medal. 

.This was repented daring a ceremony held Wcdnesay to honour of 
thecountries and companies participating to die exhibition (Petra). 


ACCMSnWQ: The first conference of the Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) umverartics is tote to convene in Tacta m Egypt 
next Wednesday with the participation of the ACC umveraties 
preshfents and vice presidents. The three-day conference is 
scheduled fo tososs Ute ACC agreement whose soqond article calls 
for mtegratjon and coordination among the ACC states and the 
exchange <rf o^3Crt^ m Out fields of education and technology in 
addition to issues of common interest (Petra). 


Bonn gives Jordan helicopters 
to help fight drug trafficking 


AMMAN (J.T.) — West Ger- 
many Wednesday presented Jor- 
dan with three helicopters to be 
used in police work, especially in 
fighting smuggling drag traf- 


ficking. 

“Tut 


“The gift "Is a token of 
friendship and to recognition of 
toe progressing ties of coopera- . 
turn between Jordan and West 
Germany,*' West German 
Ambassador to Jordan Herwig 
Bartels said to a statement at toe 
presentation ceremony attended 
by Public. Security Department 
(PSD) Director-General Fadel 
Ali Fheid and other PSD officers 
and West German embassy staff. 

“Bonn’s technical assistance to 
the PSD is in recognition of toe 
department’s remarkable efforts 
to combatting crime, especially 
drag trafficking on toe regional 


and international levels," Bartels 
said. 

The West German Ministry of 
Interior hopes to promote coop- 
eration with the PSD and, 
through a technical protocol signed 
earlier by toe two sides, will 
develop its cooperation with toe 
PSD to the exchange of informa- 
tion and other activities to coun- 
ter drug trafficking, the ambassa- 
dor said. 

Fheid voiced Jordan's appre- 
ciation to Che West German gov- 
ernment for the gift which, he 
said, came as a “fruit of dose 
cooperation between Bonn and 
Amman to fitotog aine. 

“Drug trafficking is plaguing 
die whole world and ^threatening 
mankind,” he said. “Hence inter- 
national cooperation to .combat 
such danger is badly needed,*' 


Fheid said. 

Last year, West Germany pre- 
sented the PSD with another 
three helicopters specially equip- 
ped to monitor traffic movement 
and control border areas against 
drug trafficking and smuggling 
operations. 

The heticoptos, according to 
PSD officials, are fitted with spe- 
cial cameras and other equipment 
to detect smugglers' movements 
and road accidents specially on 
’the highways. 

The PSD announced Nov. 4, the 
caputre of 12 people from Jordan 
and other Arab states following 
attempts to smuggle drags des- 
tined for nejghboumq> countries. 
The PSD said toe 12 were trying 
to peddle a total of 625 kilogram- 
mes of hashish with a street value 
estimated at J D 187,000. 

■ ■ ■ ! ■ ■■ ■ ■ 



Al Saket 


Zarka 

Basin 

project 

progressing 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Agriculture Bassam Al Saket 
Wednesday visited the site of the 
Zarqa River Basin agricultural 
project, where 1,000 dunums 
were -planted with forest trees to 
help provide protection to the 
soil. 

The minister, who was accom- 
panied. by officials and agricultu- 
ral experts, was told that the trees 
had been planted cm both sides of 
the Zarqa River along a total 
distance of 27 kilometres to help 
ip soil erosion, 
the minister’s tour covered 
Jerash, Rumman, Sukhneb and 
their adjacent areas where he 
inspected work in rite coarse of 


the soil preservation and pasture 
land projects to these areas. 

The officials briefed the minis- 
ter on the progress of work and 
rije amount of work already 
done. 

the planting of trees and 
shrubs and the creation of pas- 
tures 'constitutes the second stage 
of a three-phase programme 
being implemented b y the Mtois- 
tiy of Agnctzlture to toe course of 
executing a JD32 million project 
in toe Zarqa River Basin. 

Officials said that a total of 
125,000 dunums of land will be 
planted with trees within toe 
prog ram me, which is bring fi- 
nazteed through loans from Arab 
'and foreign institutions and the 
West German government. 


Baqaa camp gets 
new school building 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A new school 
building for refugee children to 
Baqaa camp was inaugurated 
Wednesday by Dr. Ahmad Qata- 
nani, director-general of the De- 
partment of Palestinian. Affairs. 

The building, with its furniture 
and equipment, valued at some 
$800,000 was donated by toe gov- 
ernment of the Peoples’ Republic 
of China. The school replaces a 
dilapidated prefabricated struc- 
ture and consists of 22 clas- 
srooms, three administrative 
offices, a library, a laboratory 
and a multi-purpose room as well 
as other facilities. 

The construction work, which 
was completed to one year, was 
carried out by 31 Chinese en- 
gineers and technicians who work 
for COMPLAINT (a Chinese 
construction company) and who 


came from China far this particu- 
larpurpose. 

The school, which has features 
of Chinese architecture, will cater 
for some 2,100 refugee boys from 
Baqaa camp. The camp 
accommodates over 70,000 re- 
fugees and d ispl aced persons. 

Present at the ceremony were 
Ele Saaf, director of the United 
Nations Relief Works Agency 
(UNRWA) affairs to Jordan, the 
Chinese charge d'affaires, Faleh 
'Gharaybch, governor of Balqa, 
representatives of COMPLANT, 
as well as senior government and 
UNRWA officials and a large 
number of refugee notables. 

UNRWA operates 197 schools 
to Jordan, which provide primary 
education for about 134,000 re- 
fugee children with a staff of 
about 3,500 teachers. 


Royal Jordanian to train 
160 pitots from Turkey 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ) will provide training to 
160 Turkish pilots on its Airbus 
310 simulators to Amman, under 
an agreement signed Wednesday 
between RJ and the Turkish air- 
lines. 

A statement issued by RJ said 
that training sessions for the Tur- 
kish pilots would start Jan. 15, 
1990 and will last for three 
months, according to toe agree- 
ment signed by RJ Training Cen- 
tre Director Mousa Anz. 

RTs new arrangement marks 
the second agreement of its kind 
for providing training at its simu- 


lators training unit provided by 
the Airbus manufacturing com- 
pany in France, Thomson CSF. 

Last summer, RJ announced 
that the centre would provide 
training to a group of pflots from 
Air France. Four of the group 
would be arriving in Amman for 
training in January 1990, 
Wednesday's RJ statement 
added. 

The simulators are highly adv- 
anced, with a modem instructor 
station which is a computer- 
assisted system utilising touch 
sensitive screens. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

imoNs 


=M It: 


☆ An art okMkn by JordaaiaH artist Mohammad Al Qaddoumi 
displaying oO and wafereofcmr printings depicting nature at 
Jordan, at the Housing Bank Gafery. . 

tr A book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ A photographic exhibitisa on Jordan at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, toe Exftdbttfon mi. 

4 AnarteriiflMtionbySan^BoBrhriand Abir Abujariehat Afia 
Art Gallery — 5:60 p.ra. 

CONCERT 

•fr Anbfe ravsfecoat^ by toe YarmoukUoh^rsitynmsfeal group 
at the Royal Guttural Centre — 7:66 pjn. 

FILM 

dr A feature Stan entitled “Rato Man” at toe American Centre— 
7KN pjmu 


Amman meeting endorses proposal 

‘Occupation must not 
obstruct education* 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Delegates 
from 18 Arab countries and ex- 
perts from various organisations 
taking part in a preparatory meet- 
ing for an international confer- 
ence on “Beucarios for AD” 
Wednesday endorsed a proposal 
to be submitted to the interna- 
tional conference on the right of 
people under occupation to basic 
education. 

“Education shoukl be free for 
all people to the elementary stage 
without any interference by the 
occupying authorities which 
could impede the educational 
process through school closures, 
interference with auricula and 
disruption of teachers’ work," 
said the rapporteur to toe meet- 
ing, Tayseer Abdul Jaber. 

The meeting began Monday as 
part of on-going preparations in 
different parts of the world for 
the international conference to be 
held to Thailand to March 1990. 

Abdul Jaber, who is also ex- 
ecutive secretary to the United' 
Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA), presented the dele- 
gates* views in a general report on 
deliberations conducted over toe 
past two days which dealt with all 


aspects of “Education for AH’* 
and proposals by Arab states ro 
achieve this prtoriple- 

The delegates are in agreement 
that the Thailand conference 
should mark the beginning and 
not toe end of a world-wide cam- 
paign to ensure education for all; 
and thus there should be an inte- 
grated plan to follow up education 
programmes at toe national, re- 
gional and international levels, 
according to the report. 

The report called for a unified 
Arab stand on topics to be discus- 
sed. They cover toe concept of 
basic education and fair distribu- 
tion of educational opportunities 
for males and females. 

Serious responsibility lies with 
toe information ministries and 
mass media ro help spread educa- 
tion through well-planned prog- 
rammes which would supplement 
efforts of ministries of education • 
to providing education to all chil- 
dren and eradicating illiteracy 
from toe Third World, the report 
said. 

According to the report, toe 
delegates are in agreement on the 
need to link basic education with 
local environment and the needs 
of local society. They also stress 
the need to give proper attention 


students. 

The delegates called for further 
involvement of international and 
regional organisations in national 
and regional plans for education 
to achieve toe goal of education 
for all by the year 2000. 

The United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF), one of the 
organisers of the meeting, said that 
100 million primary school-age 
children were not in school and 
one in five adults around the 
world was illiterate. 

“In the Arab World." UN- 
ICEF said to a statement on toe- 
eve of the Amman meeting, 

:a 
be- 



UNTCEF said the purpose of 
the conference next year was to 
bring together world leaders, 
government delegations from all 
countries, government and non- 
governmental organisations, and 
educators with the aim of forging 
a global commitment to providing 
good quality primary schooling 
for all children around the world 
and essential knowledge and 
skills for adults to cope with toe 
demands of the modern society. 



A handicapped youth at work is YMWA’s workshop fYMWA photo) 


Helping disabled 
to help themselves 


By Nor Safi 

Special to the Jordan limes 

SAHAB — Loud noises from 
different types of machines 
dominate the room. Green 
machines of all shapes and 
sizes fill the space. There is a 
strong yet pleasant smell of 
wood fiUmg toe air. But, these 
senses are overshadowed by 
toe young men and women at 
work behind toe machines. 
They proudly gleam over toe 
end product of their own mak- 
ings; wooden and metal furni- 
ture. 

A typtial scene, one might 
say, from a typical workshop 
anywhere to the world. But, 
there is a big difference here to 
Sahab; these wood and metal 
workers are handicapped men 
and women who have been 
brought into the sheltered 
workshop, a department under 
the umbrella of the Young Muslim 
Women’s Association 
(YMWA) to enable them to 
contribute to society and help 
themselves despite their 
physical disabilities. They are 
young people who have proven 
that the handicapped can 
achieve and be beneficial to 
the community if they are 
given the chance. They earn a 
living through their work while 
they are framed to preparation 
for toe outside world, where 
handicapped and “aonnaT' 
people must be brought 
together. 

“Forty-two children are 
bound closely together to 
make up the total workforce of 
the workshop,” says Nazih Hi- 
jazi, administrator of toe shel- 
tered workshop at the YMWA 
to Sahab. They are trained on 
different machines for periods 
varying from two months to 
two years. Once they are 
ready, they can begin working 
to an outside environment. 

The idea of the workshop is 
to provide opportunities to the 
handicapped children within 
and outside a protected en- 
vironment and “to enhance toe 
children’s independence and to 
heighten toe awareness of toe 
community,” Hijazi said. 

The workshop also aims at 
setting a model toother similar 
establishments. 

According to Hijazi, there 
are other departments under 
toe umbrella of YMWA, which 
to chaired by Her Royal High- 


ness Princess Sarvath, “who 
created YMWA and worked 
towards its success with un- 
matched efforts. ” The Princess 
Sarvath College for Girls is one 
of toe departments. The school 
consists of 200 students who 
are trained to child care. 

Hijazi added that the 
YMWA’s centre for special 
education cares for handicap- 
ped children and offers educa- 
tion from kindergarten to 
vocational training levels. At 
present, toe centre has 160 
students. 

“When they graduate, the 
children move into the shel- 
tered workshop where a max- 
imum of 50 children can be 
accommodated," Hijazi said. 
Depending on the child's capa- 
bilities he/she is paid a 
monthly salary anywhere from 
JD 15 to JD*42. 

When toe centre was first, 
established in 1987, it had only 
12 handicapped children in its 
workforce, and “the produc- 
tion level was low and was 
based on orders," Hijazi 
added. 

But now, with toe dramatic 
increase in students, mass pro- 
duction has become feasible. 
Seven hours a day and six days 
a week result in toe production 
of 450 school desks and 80 
office desks a month and one 
bedroom set every day, 
according to Hijazi. 

“Such a high production 
level has also been made possi- 
ble through good machines, 
which are simple to use and 
include safety devices,” Hijazi 
explained. 

A Japanese team of experts, 
who liaise between the 
Japanese government and 
YMWA has been donating 
sneb machines to toe depart-, 
ment since it was first estab- 
lished. According to Hijazi, 
the team has also contributed 
to the layout, design, and 
maintenance of the project. 

The Japanese experts in- 
clude two trainers who have 
been providing wood and met- 
al work courses to toe staff. 

In a gathering last Monday, 
toe Japanese presented new 
machinery for wood and metal 
work, including office equip- 
ment and vehicles. 

According to one of the 
Japanese experts, “We have to 
ensure that the designs of the 
machines and the nature of the 
work meet toe needs of toe' 


handicapped children.” The 
machines are semi-automatic, 
restricting them to perform 
single functions. “This method 
allows even a paraplegic child 
to perform a task with the use 
of one hand,” the expen ex- 
plained. 

Hijazi said that one of the 
major problems facing the pro- 
ject was people's reluctance to 
furniture produced by hand- 
icapped people. “We have 
been urging institutions, espe- 
cially government institutions, 
to give the handicapped chil- 
dren a chance,” he said. The 
workshop manufactures its 
own mflanil wood, which is not 
manufactured anywhere else to 
Jordan, according to Hijazi. 
But, toe remaining types of 
wood ate imported from. 
Europe, so the quality of furni- 
ture is very good, be said. fr We 
are a non-profit organisation 
selling at half the price of 
imported furniture but we can- 
not depend on toe local mar- 
ket. We are aiming to mass 
produce and sell to neighbour- 
ing countries, Hijazi said. 

Another problem facing toe 
project is that toe machines 
provided by Japan are de- 
signed to use materials which 
are not available in Jordan. 
Imports are the only resort. 
“But we do not get customs 
exemptions and it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to keep 
the costs down,” Hijazi said. 
He added that sub-contracting 
from a tog contractor would 
reduce the problem. The work- 
shop can become more special- 
ised and more quantities can 
be produced which will ulti- 
mately reduce the costs, he 
said. 

Hijazi foresees a possibility 
to expand the building to allow 
for more space and conse- 
quently a safer environment. 
He added that expanding toe 
building would allow YMWA 
to accommodate and serve 
more children, “and ultimately 
we hope to provide residence 
for orphan handicapped chil- 
dren.” 

Hijazi expressed satisfaction 
with the development of toe 
workshop since its establish- 
ment and added that 'The 
greatest pleasure is seeing 
these handicapped children, 
who have not found a place to 
society, actually achieving 
something and feeling 
needed.” 
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Turn inwards 

THE BUSH-Gorbachev summit in the Mediterranean next 
month is projected to deal first and foremost with the rapid 
changes in Eastern Europe, especially in East Germany, 
that have reshuffled the cards in East-West relations and 
brought forth an entirely new ball game. The impact of such 
positive developments on the Arab-Israelf conflicts are 
dearly certain. To begin with, the conflicts of the Middle 
East are bound to be relegated to the bacfcbnriier as issnes at 
lesser urgency than the events that are sweeping through 
East and West Germany. The perspectives of the superpow- 
ers towards the Palestinian conflict, for example, will be 
influenced by the rapid shifting sands In Continental Europe 
and what they have engendered in superpower relations. 
Only after the events in East Europe have settled down 
Moscow and Washington w31 take time off to deal with the 
Middle East conflicts with new ground rales that are yet to 
be spelt out. 

Therefore, the parties to the Arab-Israefi conflicts are in 
for many surprises among which is the removal, for time 
bdng at least, ofthe Palestinian conflict from the list of high 
priorities for Moscow and Washington. The immediate 
beneficiary of all this would be of course Israel, winch excels 
in profiting from the growing entente between the super- 
powers. As Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s posture 
over the game now is procrastination by all means, the 
downgrading of the Arab-laneh conflicts by Moscow and 
Washington would perfectly suit the strategy of Tel Aviv to 
thwart tiie momentum for peace in the Middle East that was 
artificially induced of late. 

Hie Arab side most therefore take immediate stock of the 
emerging situation in the world and act accordingly. Above 
all, the Palestinian side needs to reexamine its options and 
reevalnate its strategy for achieving a jnst settlement of the 
Palestinian conflict. There are now new bearings which 
must be reckoned with in charting the course of 
fsraefi-Pates tinian negotiations. Likewise, there are simply 
too many landmin es sprouting in the landscape eve r ywh ere 
the Palestinian side is fanning. Which way to torn bos tons 
become fraught with .new dangers and bdobytraps for the 
Palestinian party. Most of all, the Arab side can no longer 
depend on East-West consensus that may emerge out of the 
Gorbachev-Bnsh summit to come to their rescue. They win 
have to look elsewhere for help and the best place to look is 
within themselves. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waked Sadi 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


AJ Ra’i Arabic daily Wednesday described the Palestinian intifada 
as being strong as ever following die end of its 23rd month; and 
said that the Palestinians seem determined to carry on their heroic 
struggle to the end. The continuation of the uprising despite 
Israel's repressive measures and inhuman practices, said the 
paper, constitutes an embodiment of the Palestinian people’s will, 
their rejection of capitulation and their sincere belief in peace 
based on justice. The uprising is indeed a manifestation of the 
Palestinian entity and die Pales tinian people’s identity, a fact 
which was strengthened with the severance by Jordan of all links 
with the West Bank whose people are now assuming their 
independent role in the struggle for freedom, the paper said. Not 
only did Jordan help the Palestinians in this regard, but it also is 
adopting an attitude that can lend the strongest backing for the 
people of Palestine in all international forums, (he 'paper 
continued. It said that Jordan is m aintaining this attitude despite 
the pressures from other nations to change its position, and 
regardless of the Kingdom’s economic difficulties. 

A columnist in AJ Ra’i Arabic daily on Wednesday discusses the 
situation in Lebanon following the election of a new president and 
the almost total consensus for various parties to reach national 
reconciliation. Abdnl Rahim Omar says that only Michel Aoun is 
now standing in the way of implementing resolutions readied by 


to reach agreement. The writer noted that Syrian forces entered 
Lebanon in the first place in order to put mi end to the fighting 
and not to complicate the situation; but their role was hampered 
fo die conflicting positions of the waning factions. He says that 
Aoun should not be allowed to remain adamant and should be 
persuaded by the international community as well a$ the Arab 
countries to see what is right for his .country. 

Sawt AI Shaab Arabic daily commented on Lebanon and said that 
it is indeed regrettable that the Lebanese people should continue 
to suffer despite die presence of a golden opportunity for peace. 
The paper said that the various parties have come to an 
agreement on the need to endorse the national charter and the 
formation of a Lebanese government to take the country out of its 
dilemma, but it is also necessary to remove ail elements 
obstructing a real and lasting peace as a first step. There is no 
doubt that the new president of Lebanon is capable of forming a 
national salvation government, but he first shook! be assisted fo 
all the parties, Muslim or Christian, so that Lebanon can be saved 
from further destruction and sufferings, the paper added. The 
paper wished die Lebanese president success in his ament 
endeavours to end the tragedy and implement the national charter 
that would bring about lasting peace to Lebanon. 


Make peace before it is too late 


THE increase in die use of firearms fo Palestinians in the 
occupied territories against Israeli soldiers in recent times gives 
food for thought and m akes one think of the unthinkable. With all 
the preliminary negotiations that could lead to die projected 
Palestiman-Israeli t*lky getting nowhere, and the international 
community, especially the superpowers, more engaged and 
preoccupied than ever with foe events in East Europe, the 
frustrations of the Palestinians under occupation could be 
reaching a boiling point that could easily spill over and lead to 
desperate actions including die escalation of the use of weapons 
against the Israeli occupying forces. In fact that is exactly what is 
beginning to happen in Gaza Strip and the West B ank . The 
exacerbation ofthe Palestinians appears now to have risen to new 
levels as the intifada enters its third year. Hardliners as well as 
moderates among the Palestinians could now argue, and with 
great effectiveness, that two years of basically a ram-violent 
uprising have led diem nowhere. So the stage is set for esc alating 
the uprising in ways that could include the use of weapons. 

Still die decision to resort to arms cannot be taken with 
impunity. What is even worse, any attempt to calculate in advance 
the price of turning the intifada into an armed conflict would 
remain speculative at best. It could be argued and with consider- 
able logic and historical evidence that heating up the intifada 
could be playing into the hands of the Israelis. There is nothing 
more that Sharon, Levy and Modai would love more than to 
create a theatre for open armed conflict with the Palestinians with 
the avowed aim of transferring the people into the neighbouring 
Arab countries. This is almost axiomatic and a foregone conclu- 
sion. But this is not the entire point. Desperation often leads to 
seemingly counterproductive moves even to the degree that it 


could be classified as suicidal. In more than one way, the 
deployment of arms would be Eke an act of last resort where the 
price tag becomes no longer relevant. 

But as catastrophic as such a prognosis may appear, such a 
scenario is getting to be more and more probable with the pasting 
of many months of radless and fruitless efforts to get the Israelis 
and Palestinians start their long awaited talks. Hie point that 
needs to be now before it is too late is that the Middle East 

region is being pushed to the brink of another conflagration if the 
Palestinian situation is not defused and dealt with more vigorous- 
ly. Indeed the scenario could not be more ominous: About one 
and a h»*f mlQHon Pales tinians lightly armed engaging a formid- 
able force armed to die teeth. The cgaiatffes on the Pal estini an 
tide would be very heavy and the living conditions in the occupied 
territories could degenerate to foe level of becoming intolerable. 
And then the stage would be set for Tel Aviv to begin the process 
of mass transfer of Palestinian people. The Palestinian people on 
the other band are expected to offer very stiff resistance to mass 
transfer even if it reaches foe level of genocide. 

However, three things could happen meanwhile: Either the 
international communi ty, especially the superpowers, would 
wake up to the r ?™;" in the occupied territories and the 
international public opinion be mobilised to make international 
intervention inevitable; or the Arab World would become so 
cornered as to make the outbreak of hostilities between them and 
Israel inevitable; or there would be such an uproar within Israel 
that could propel a change of government and better stifl. a change 
of heart about the Palestinian case and the broader Arab-Israeli 
conflict. It is- worthw hile recalling in tins context that in the 
Vietnam war the Vietcong played the card of American public 
opinion very cleverly fo cultivating it afi the way. The Palestinian 


side needs to do the same. Either way, the end resu lt WH tid 
soggest that thing s may have to get worse before they begin to 
become better. 

Of course an this gloom and doom scenarios would not and 
need not occur if the peace process in the Middle East gets really 
going. For such a thing to happen, one would 
Bush-Goxbachev summit to trite time to deal with the Middle 
East as a very high priority issue. One would hope that them 
attention could be attracted without the need to escalate the 
intifada and raise the stakes in the Middle East, Both superpow- 
er have many potent cards to play vis-a-vis Israel, and with the 
accessary political will, the two nations can do wonders to achieve 
peace in the Middle East. Why they chose to ignore the Middle 
East region is therefore puzzling and what is worse sdf-defeatmg 
for both countries. To name only one card, Moscow has the 
immigration of Soviet Jews card which it can play out more 
masterfully should it decide to do so. The introduction of 
sophisticated Soviet weaponry to foe Middle East or the lack of it 
could also be a might y card that can be cleverly played. As for 
Washington it has hundreds and hundreds of cards to play. And 
with the Jewish- American community reported to be more dovish 
than Tel Aviv, the White House has infinite ways to move things 

forward. „ , 

The tragedy of it all is that while all the world keeps on 
watching the events of the Middle East unfold in more and more 
dramatic ways, it is not likely to move forward in defence of peace 
in the region before thing s turn worse. This appears to be tile- 
nature of tilings in international relations. Ana this seems to 
ii K-b iric the superpowers which have become callous to the needs 
of regions beyond their imm ediate concern. 


Europeans fear German unification 


By Peter Bale 

Renter 

LONDON — Europeans have 
been d eligh ted by foe dramatic 
scenes at the reopened Berlin 
Wall, but there is mistrust and 
nervousness at the prospect of a 
reunified Germany. 

“I don't trust East or West 
Germany,” 87-year-old Warsaw 
pensioner Jerzy Janicki said. 

West German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl may embrace the idea 
of reunification, but Europeans 
whose countries were the battleg- 
round for German expansionism 
— and their families the victims 
- — know that nationalism can end 
in tragedy. 

Younger 'Europeans seem less 
fearful of the possibility of a 
militarised Germany but may not 
welcome the economic power of a 
unified Germany with 80 million 
people. 


“i am afraid of foe economic 
consequences of a united Ger- 
many, which could overpower the 
rest of Europe,” said 37-year-old 
Paris public relations agent Annie 
Vitali. 

Bat like others she has faith in 
the ability of the 12 members of 
the European Community (EC) 
to maintain the unity and stability 
of the region enjoyed since die 
end of the war. 

In Poland a survey fo Solidar- 
ity daily newspaper Gazeta 
Wybonza found 39.6 per cent 
favoured a unified Germany 
while a slightly smaller propor- 
tion opposed it. 

In France the conservative Le 
Figaro on Monday said 60 per 
cent of Frenchmen believed 
reunification would be a positive 
development with only 19 per 
cent a gainst the idea. 

Even among those who were 
conquered, imprisoned or perse- 
cuted during Worid War n, there 
are conflicting news about the 


dangers of a resurgence of Ger- 
man nationalism, 

*T was overjoyed to see the 
wall fall, to see the return of 
freedom,” said 73-year-old Pol- 
ish-born French Jew Joseph 
Ajchenbanm. “But Tm also very 
worried at the prospect of a pow- 
erful united Germany. When the 
news about the wall broke West 
German MPs leapt up and sang 
“Deutschland liber afles:” - 


Ajchenbakm, a French legion- 
naire, he spent four and a half 
years in German prisoner-of-war 
camp while his two brothers and 
many relatives died in Nazi death 
camps. 

In Amsterdam retired confec- 
tion worker Willem Prjlmaa, 75, 
said the prospect of German 
re unificati on fold few fears for 
farm: “I hold no grudges against 
the German people of today. 
Germany has learnt from the 


war. As far as I am concerned, 
they can be reunited next week 
they should demolish that wall.” 

Kohl says a united Germany, 
which he is constitutionally' 
bound to pursue, win be a force 
for peace and pleads for Euro- 
peans to accept the historical fact 
of a “whole” Germany. 

“We demand a jnst and lasting 
peaceful order in' Europe in 
which the German nation, too, 
win recover its unity in free self- 
determination,” Kohl said in Po- 
land on Monday. 

But at foe same time bonds of 
right-wing extremists marched in 
Vienna ealtmg for a return to 
greater Germany and in Poland 
e thnic Germans are a gain assert- 
ing their heritage. 

“Helmut, you’re our chancel- 
lor too” and “we want German 
language schools and church ser- 
vices,” read banners at a mass 
attended fo Kohl' ra-Sflesia.— - 
' h Eastern Europe where 
Hungarians , Czechoslovaks and 



By Reid G. MiDer 

The Associated Press 


NAIROBI, Kenya — As in other 
parts of the world, the years of 
cold war confrontation between 
the United States and foe Soviet 
Union appear to be ending in 
Africa. 

No more do the superpowers 
compete vigorously and openly 
for supremacy in the strategic 
corners of the continent. Less and 
less, can client states and in- 
surgencies count on an abundant 
flow of money, arms and other 
support from the world's two 
mightiest nations. 

In fact, the sup e r po wers have 
worked in tandem to try to end a 
civil war in Angola and bring 
independence to Namibia and 
their official utterances on the 
question of apartheid in South 
Africa sound remarkably alike. 

The growing rapprochement 
between the old adversaries 
bodes well for some African 
countries. They are under less 
pressure to hue up with one 
superpower or another, and can 
forge aid and trade ties with 
whomever they wish. 

But this had done little to 
advance peace and prosperity for 
tiie vast continent as a whole. 

“Even if one could stamp out 
tiie effects of war, mismanage- 
ment and corruption overnight, 
tiie economies of most African 
countries would still, take years 
and years to recover,” said a 
Western diplomat based in 
Kenya. 

The great majority of Africa’s 
economies have slipped back- 
ward throughout the 1980s, a 
decade of healthy growth in the 
rest of tiie worid. 

And because they were never 
highly advanced in the first place, 
even the unlikely prospect of a 
fast economic recovery in the 
1990s would leave most African 
countries far behind the de- 
veloped nations. 

Meanwhile, even, as the United 
States and tiie Soviet Union re-} 
duce their geopolitical man-f 
oeuvres in Africa, foe potential 
for conflict remains high between 
and within many of the conti- 
nent’s nations. 

Just a few months ago, peace 
seemed to be blooming like a 
deserf rose in Africa, nourished 
fo a gentle rain of good works 
from Moscow and Washington. 

A ceasefire was negotiated be- 
tween warring factions in Angola; 
a bitter, costly conflict in Mozam- 


bique appeared headed for the 
conference table; a new military 
regime seized power in Sudan 
with a promise to end that coun- 
try’s civil war; and the Ethiopian 
government sat down with Erit- 
rean rebels in Atlanta, Georgia, 
in a bid to end what at 28 years is 
the continent’s oldest armed dis- 
pute. 

In recent weeks, however, 
those visions of peace have faded 
like a Saharan mirage. 

Despite admonishments from 
Moscow and Washington, fierce 
new fighting erupted in Angola 
between the Soviet-backed gov- 
ernment and UNITA rebels sup- 
ported fo the United States. Pre- 
liminary peace talks between 
church leaders representing 
Mozambique’s Marxist govern- 
ment and right-wing Renamo 
guerrillas came to naught. 
Ethiopia’s Marxist government, 
publicly urged to seek peace and 
threatened with an arms cutoff by 
Moscow, came under new, 
threatening attack fo Tigrean re- 
bels even as it sought terms with 
the secessionist Eritreans. And 
civil war in Sudan is flaring anew 
with tittle hope of quick resolu- 
tion. 

New conflicts unrelated to foe 
superpowers also have erupted. 

Intercomumnal violence be- 
tween Mauritanian Arabs and 
Senegalese blades took hundreds 
of lives in those neighbouring 
West African countries, which 
continue to hurl insults and 
forests at each other. And rival 
dans seeking power in Somalia, 
which forms foe very tip of East 
Africa’s bon, are kilting each 
other in (disputes that date back 
to ancient clashes over water 
boles and grazing territories. 

Still, there are a few bright 
spots and some hopeful signs. 

With ejections scheduled next 
week, Namibia appears well and 
truly on the path to independence 
in a U.S.-brokered scheme that 
also brought the short-lived ceas- i 
efire in Angola. 

Most diplomats feel the re- 
newed fighting in Angola will end 
soon, with Washington pressuring 
Jonas Savimbi, the rebel who 
heads UNITA, to return to the 
bargaining table with President 
Eduardo dos Santos. 

Lasting peace in Angola could | 
bring a real measure of prosperity 
to the former Portuguese colony, 
an abundantly fertile land rich m i 
oil, gas, diamonds, iron ore and ! 
other minerals. 

Few African countries are as I 


potentially wealthy as Angola. 
Poor to begin with and suffering 
variously or collectively from 
years of colonial neglect, inter- 
tribal conflicts, faffing world 
prices for their basic exports, 
wars and famines, many have 
compounded their problems 
through mismanagement. 

In the years after World War 
II, when most of Africa began 
sinking off the colonial yoke, 
country after country turned to 
Marxist-Leninist theory for eco- 
nomic guidance. In almost every 
case, that guidance led to nun. 

Today, even such avowedly 
Marxist states as Angola, 
Mozambique, Tanzania and Zim- 
babwe are taming towards free- 
market policies, adopting strin- 
gent economic controls and lining 
up for loans from those twin 
bastions of capitalism, foe World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fond. 

Investors, however, are not ex- 
actly stumbling over each other in 
a chase for African profits. That’s 
especially true in the majority of 
countries without proven depoats 
of oil or minerals. 

Even stable countries like 
Kenya, which rejected the social- 
ist path when it came to inde- 
pendence 26 years ago, are hav- 
ing trouble attracting major fore- 
ign investments. 

The continent Lacks infrastruc- 
ture and well-educated work- 
force. Thus, experts note, Afri- 
can countries are at a disadvan- 
tage when they compete for in- 
vestment funds with Taiwan, 
Korea, Singapore and tiie other 


emerging nations of Asia. 

Nor can Africa's nations look 
to modi increased aid in trying to 
build the schools, highways and 
reliable power and communica- 
tions systems they need to suc- 
cessfully compete in an in- 
creasingly complex world. 

The United States last year 
contributed $743 auffimi aid to 
sub-Saharan Africa, less than 
Congress approved for the contra 
rebels in Nicaragua, fo 1985, die 
United States provided $1 .22 bil- 
lion in aid to the sub-Sahara, but 
foe contributions have fallen 
since then because of budget con- 
straints. 

Tiie Soviet Union, having trou- 
ble feeding its own people, gave 
very little beyond mffitary sup- 
plies to a few client states. 

The 12 nations of tbe European 
Community, Japan and other 
dooms provided about $13 bil- 
lion, modi of which went for such 
bare essentials as food and im- 
proved water supplies. Most eco- 
nomists do not believe tiie overall 
aid figures will increase signifi- 
cantly through th e 199 0s. 

John Barratt, director fo the 
independent South African Insti- 
tute of International Affairs in 
Johannesburg, sums up the effect 
of superpower rapprochement ot 
A frica in these words: 

“In spite of the new and hope- 
ful international snood, inducting 
in our region of Africa, one has to 
recognise that not one of tiie 
regional conflicts in d iff e r e nt 
parts of tiie worid has yet been 
re sol v ed - Euphoria is therefore 
premature. 


OPEN FORUM 


All over the hill 

SOME Abdul Ham id School c kffdren recatty (Oct. 22) 

wat on a school trip to QahtAlRabad and DibbinNaSia^ Pork. 
I was os* of several saperrhors accompanying toecbadrcnoa this 
trip. What we saw at the park that day is a matter of great costcern 
to aB of us. We spot most otooroaeaad a baff bom then band 
amend the w on d e pfirf chddren’s playground and resthome. 
noHc rar,Jast apposite sad ap the fig item the ptey gnaod we saw 
so much garbage spread aB over tbe top of the hW that we may as 
weB bare been on top of tbe Amman City Dump. As a result, ow 
school has decided to make another trip to ftSHtfo on December 3, 
1989 bt order to dean up some of the nfhsc lying ovoad. Tbe date 
has been chosen as dose as possBde to the United rations declared 
International Votanteer Day on December S, 1989. ImdaUBketo 
ase tbe remabdag Baste appeal to picnickers and tourists to bare 
more respect for Jordan's aattend parks and tooil8tattnsctkras.lt 

basbapkaaattertolakeatnBhbiigwI&asoaapladclBadtitlau 

to our meat, ctarcraf, and berbeqae grift 

Tank F. Dabdafa 
Atari Hamid Sfaaraf School, Swa tf fl yeh 


B erlin Wall as a beacon of hope, 
there is caution about reunifica- 
tion of Germany. ' 

“I had a feeling of victory when 
they began knocking down the 
Berlin Wall, because any r efo rm s 
in Eastern Europe are good for 
Hungary,” said 65-year-old re- 
tired Budapest office worker Do- 
na Baranyi. “But the idea of a 
reunified Germany further ahead 
is rather fr ighte ning. 

Interviews with Muscovites 
highlighted the dil emma faring 
Russians eager for political re- 
form and freedom but fearful of 
completely shedding foe Com- 
mnmst ideology of the revolu- 
tion. 

Artist Irina Rusakova, 33, said 
the passion for freedom should 
overco m e any fears of German, 
nationalism: “Tbe most impor- 


tant thing is for people to. move 
about freely. All my friends are 
delighted, we only wish we could 
do the same.” 

But driver Dmitry Uspensky, 
58, said a unified Germany was a 
threat to European stability. Be- 
sides, be said. Communism had 
much to offer. “We have prob- 
lems but our Socialism is still 
better for a working man- than 
capitalism.” 

fo Britain travel writer Trevor 
Mostyn, 43, welcomed the scenes 
of liberty but feared a history 
might repeat itself. 

“Watching millions of . Ger- 
mans clambering over the wafljs 
wonderful and then one looks 
back in history and it can be quite 
frightening,” Mostyn said. 
“Everytime one frit affectionate 
about Germany, this enormous 
power emergers. After the 
euphoria there must come the 
doubt of what happens, next. ^ 


Europe must now take the lead 


Superpower tensions ease in Africa 


Tbe foflowin 
Middle East 


editorial is reprinted from the London-based 


THE FATE ot Mr. Able Nathan, the veteran peace ca mpaj g ier 
no* In prison h farad became he went to see Yasser Arafat, is 
Instructive, ft Whurtvalrt vividly foe hazards of trying to make 
peace between Israel and foe PskstriaBS. 

The Amer i c an s have leaned this lesson weft. Officials In 
Washington, faced from afl sides with foe critidsm that the Bash 
a dmiafa tratiBR has no Middle East policy, insist foal they are 
trying to bring land into fosaHskms with the Phfestmians. Bat 
which Fs hstl al mn? And how hard are they faying? Prime Minister 
Shamir’s refhssl to consider negotiations with foe FLO basso far 
prevented the iuptomentatien of has own dz-month aid “initia- 
tive”, which envisaged elections in the occupied territori es from 
which would emerge rabaftiian re pr e sen ta tives with the authority 
to negotiate some farm of antonuuiy under brad rale. Bid Mr. 
Amir knows as wefl as everyone else (metmfing the Americans) 
that any efectkm are bond to produce leaders loyal to the FLO. If 
Mr. Stair declares- in advance that he and fats government, wffl 
have nothing to do wfth the win n ers, be can hardly expect hb 
proposal far elections to be taken seriously. 

Nor is it — except by the Americans. To everyone eta it was 
plain from foe outset that Mr. Star was - only manoeuvring fo 
gpfr time. However, tiie American secretary of state, Janies Baker , 
we l comed it, on the reason a ble assumption that if Mr. Shamir 
coirid be persuaded to fate even a symbolic step in foe direction of 
negotiations, he nrijgfat find it hard not to engage one day hi the real 
thing. Mr. Baker added that the proposal needed amp&ficafion If ft 
was to serve any useful paspose — and then be demonstrated, like 
others before him, foe impotence of American pofley^makere hi foe 
face of braeB obstinacy and prevarication. For Mr. Sbandr, 
instead of arapEfylds Ms proposal, began at once to Barit its scope, 
in response to ohfectiaus from the hardJfocff to Us own party, and 
declared — spe a kin g in reafity for only one half of his divided 
eabfaet — that, whatever happened, Israel would never negotiate 
with anyone connected, however remotely; with tbe PLO. 

Jff Mr. Baker at fais point had token a firm Ene with the faradfa 
(fo which he would certainly have had the haiifofag of America’s 
rifies in Europe), he might in fact have poshed Mr. Shamir foto x 
poritfon from wfakfc there was bo going bade. And the secretary of 
ttate did indeed raise fleeting hopes with hh speech to foe Americas 
teaeD Pnbfic Affairs Committee (A1PAQ fo May, when he urged 
the Xmadis to by aside “the unrealistic vfafrtn of a Greater farad/* 
But foes, under strong pressure from the pro-lsraefi lobby, Mr. 
Baker drew back; and since then, with foe administration 
distracted by other preoccupations, there has been nothin to 
snggest that the United States is potting any red effort ado the 
*tafve “peace process” fo the hfidfoe East. The re a son is dear 
enough: any movement towards peace mast require farad to 
abandon Us present extreme position, and neither President Bash 
nor fab secretary of state te wffisg to risk foe bostffity ofthe 
pro-faraeh lobby hy adopting any position anwefeome to Israel. 
And foe lobby's stranglehold on both houses of Congress appears 
stronger than ever. 

In these cirai ms taaces, European fanpafitace is mounting. For 
yews foe Americans have argued that, since they alone comraan- 

ded tte nec«^ leverage wifo tefo shta hi foe Middle East, no 

one else foonld interfere with their n m uwa w ti rf of the 
process. Botff ttefeverage is not used, or used to bring pressure 
^Jononed^, for reasons of domestic American ptateTfora 

taLSta^h^ 1 “■ * ** «* P«*SStobe 

taropesn Conmmffiy should assume fob respoedbffitv. They 
fooridtaont as dearly as possible foefir ideas, about a to 
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Focus on People 


By Mariam M. Stain 


malice 


American think tanks slip 
into the Zionist trap 


ASTHE roasets in the horizon, the working ctassneigfaboarhood 
of Hai Nazzal becomes calmer, and quieter and *«*"**« a totally 
different shape than & thriving commensal area. Only the dim 
fights peering oat of the small windows indicate that people are 
not yet -asleep. One housedoes catch the xttmmin n of aQ 
by. Itis decorated wifoligfrts and is obviously foil of people. The 
one-storey bouse was the election headquarters of a newly elected 
member of Parliament ca&ed Sheikh Abdul Monem Rafaat Abu 
Zant. Tire name may be familiar because, along with the names of 
other Muslim Brotherhood and " Mamie" candidates, it has been 
making the ronnds in west Amman, as many West Anunamtes 
were surprised about the strong showing, of “IslanHSts” in last 
week's elections* . 

As many Jordanians began worrying whether alcohol will be 
forbidden except to Christians and tourists and whether the 
wearing of the Islamic hi jab wiD be eaforaod on aS Mnsfim 
Jordanian .women, -Sheikh Abdid Monem Aba W spoke to 
Focus on People. ' 

Wearing an Islamic robe and an amama t al sh eikh (the 
traditfonaT headdress of an Islamic clergyman), Abu Zant bade 
bis 'guests welcome. In tbe presence of six jonrmfists, three 
Jordanian and three foreign, four female and two male, Abo Zant 
sat down, took off his headdress and introduced himself. Since be 
studied at the A1 Azfaar University in Cairo ami the University of 
Baghdad he preferred to speak to tile journalists in Arabic, a nd a 
translation for the foreign journalists was necessary. Thus one of 
the Jordanian journalists made a simultaneous translation. 

“My name is Abdul Monem Rafaat Abu Zant,” he starts. “I 
was. bom in the city of NaWns in 1937. 1 studied fcfanwn Sharia at A! 
Azfaar fa Cano and at? the University of Baghdad whcrel received 
bachelor and masters degrees respectively. I came to Jordan after 
my expulsion by the Israeli authorities from Nablus in September 
1967- After having served a prison toon of 21 days oat of the ax. . 
months I was sentenced to, the Israelis expelled me. I was. tins 
one of the first to be expelled after the 1967 Arab-Israeli war." 

His s tatus as that of a “deportee," had already guaranteed Abu 
Zant a warm welcome not only from his co-refigkmists but also 
from his compatriots, many of whom had found themselves on the 
East Bank of the River Jordan as a result of the 1967 war. 

Abu Zant held several teaching jobs in Jeddah and Medina in 
Saudi Arabia before be returned to Jordan in 1969. Upon his 
return he was appointed u a lecturer of Islamic thought and - 
philosophy at the Public Security Department (PSD), a job of 
which he was relieved from in 1972. According to Abu Zant, the 
then head of the department did not agree with his teaching?? 
After spending another year in Jordan trending “Islamic culture 
and philosophy” at the Islamic College, Abu Zant left Jordan for 
Kuwait to continue working as a teacher. Da 1981 he returned to 
Jordan again. 

From 1981 until last week, the sheikh spent his time teaching at 
a community college, and giving private lessons and sermons 
during Friday prayers at mosques. 

Although Ami Zant was not allowed to preach in mosques he > 
<fid so anyway. “I was forbidden to work because I was 
questioning laws that contradict Islam and the weU-bcmg of 
society,” he says. ' 

Although the Jordanian government has controlled appoint- 
ments of mosque preachers and monitored their sermons since 
1985, Abu Zant seems to have slipped through these well guided 
checks. And he was to pay dearly for it. 

During the years in which he preached clandestinely he was 
arrested three times under the prime ministership of Zaid Rifaj. 
His arrests in 1985, 1986 and 1989, Abu Zant says, were not 
“justified,” afthou^rhe mentions that he-activeJy criticised the' 
Rifai gcrvernment Txom the mosque podium. 

Before be ran for Parliament Abu Zant dun had aainqnesrive 
record r»say v a “deace nriro xmmmi," ^ which he. wonld-pot , . 
keep to himself no matter what In die biggest campaign rally in 


Jordan, held one trade before the elections, he declared to an 
audience of approximately 8,000 fans that “Islam is the solution,” 
to winch the crowd responded in a chorus “Islam is the solution. *» 
A week later 19343 voters made him die number one winner 
from his working-class electorate. 

Abu Zant expressed absolute satisfaction about the outcome of 
tire election results. He believes that the election of oyer 30 
Islamists and Muslim Brotherhood membera to the Lower House 
of Parliament is in accordance with the “natural flow” of 
Jordanian society. “The Islamic bloc won for several reasons; 
first; the people have confidence in the justice of Islamic thought, 
second; pan- Arab and leftist parties lack strong political thought 
and conviction. Third, tribalism and regionalism broke down 
when faced with Islamic conviction and strength,” Abu Zant 
asserts. 

His priorities in Paritameiit are multifold. “The number one 
priority for me is to assure economical and political as well as 
moral support for the intifada; secondly we must attempt to pot 
tire country back “on coarse” — politically, economically, 
educationally, socially and culturally. By that I mean individual 
rights and moral rights must be secured. We most do our best to 
secure freedom of the press, respect for human dignity and 
freedom of movement and speech. On the hand, our society has 
been overwhelmed by moral delinquency which we must try to 
diminish.” 

“Furthermore, die road from economic stagnation to prosper- 
ity will only come through 2 self supporting economy, not cme that 
depends on imports for it's very survival,” accor din g to the 
sheikh. 

“As far as judicial legislation is concerned, if Islamic laws were 
applied then a lot of the present discrimination along ethnic, 
regional and even religious hues would be decreased,” Abu Zant 
asserted. 

Considering tire many social problems that come with the 
“opening up,” often associated with Westernisation, of any 
society Islamists like Abu Zant have found green pastures to feed 
upon. With an increase of economic and soda! discontent and the 
past failures of political experiments in tire Arab World with Arab 
nationalism and leftist ideologies, many hav6 turned to religion as 
a solution. The phenomenon cannot be considered Islamic per se 
because people around the world have chosen their respective 
state religions as a comforting route to salvation in times of 
despair and solitude. 

Answering tire unspoken questions of many among h is folk, 
Abu Zant says,“With the wfll of God and lbs Majesty justice wiD 
now replace tyranny in this government, class discrimination and 
injustice wiD be replaced by unity and capitulation wfll be 


replaced by peace. 
In order to solve i 


In order to solve a “great part" of tire foreign debt problem and 
recuperate Kane of the money Jordan needs to pay its $8 bfllioa 
foreign debt, Abu Zant believes that ‘legal means can be used to 
prosecute those responsible for tire debt — which came about 
through illegal use of their official positions.” 

“After justice takes its course,” Abu Zant is sure, “most of our 
debts will be covered.” 

Asked what kind of laws he would like to see introduced Abu 
Zant said be was in favour of banrang alcohol and making Islamic 
dress mandatory for all Muslim women, “if the majority doesn’t 
agree, then let it be, but I wfll have done my duty as a Muslim in 
trying to introduce sod: laws.” 

* “Islam is democratic and thus nothing can or will be enforced,” 
be said. “I wfll not support tire introduction of laws that insult tire 
intelligence of my people,” he added. 

As the interview came to an end Abu Zant thanked the 
interpreter for her honest translation. “I know you do not belong 
to our school of though* but you have not ridiculed us through 
. your translating .and Ltiumk you for year honesty and, absence of 
malice.” 1 • 


The United Slates has always 
shown unmatched interest in 
strategic studies that is seldom 
found anywhere else in the world 
, This great concern can be traced 
back to tire time of its hstorical 
isolation before the start of 
World War n, when the United 
States had no role to play in 
major world events in Europe 
and tire Far East. This may ex- 
plain its need to understand the 
repercussions of these events and 
their effects on its relations with 
the outside world. 

As a result strategic centers in 
America were provided with 
adequate facilities that made 
them flourish in universities and 
official institutions and h«i«m an 
importance not found in 
institutes in other pans of the 
world. The results of the studies 
conducted by these centres were 
no longer confined to political 
decision-making. American 
administrations would, in many 
cases, ask these specialised cen- 
tres to prepare specific studies 
that might be u sed as giridp.Kn^ 
for short-term as well as long- 
term strategies. In addition to 
military matters these studies 
would deal with political, econo- 
mic, social and intelligence mat- 
ters, thus reflecting an overall 
strategy. 

The recent years have witnes- 
sed an increasing demand for 
specialists in strategic studies 
whose influence on executives is 
on tire rise. Senators and Con- 
gressmen are seeking coordinated 
information on world problems to 
help them reach specific stands, 
and researchers joining American 
embassies and agencies abroad 
are directly serving American 


foreign policy ami interests. 

However, these centres began 
to lose credibility with the start in 
the United States of the campaign 
to support the creation of the 
state of Israel on Palestinian soil. 
Having realised their growing in- 
fluence in public opinion and 
decision making, American Zion- 
ists started to infiltrate strategic 
studies centres and influential 
media organs to propagate the 
ideas that would serve Israel's 
interests and strengthen is rela- 
tions with the Untied States. 

One of the leading Zionist ele- 
ments in tire service of Israeli 
interests is Samuel Huntington, 
the director of the Inte rnational 
Studies Centre at Harvard Uni- 
versity which is known for its 
dose Eriks with the Central In- 
telligence Agency (CIA). The re- 
lationship became evident recent- 
ly in the wake of a number of 
scandals that marred American 
foreign policy. During the fifties 
Huntington directed Ins attention 
to study military institutions in 
the Third World countries. It was 
from that time on that the United 
States began to sponsor military 
men and use them to stage coups 
after its intelligence agencies 
found out that it was muds easier 
to deal with the militar y than with 
politidans. 

Another anti-Arab activist is 
Richard Pipes, also based in Har- 
vard, who served on the National 
Security Council during Ronald 
Reagan's first term of presidency 
and was in charge of East Euro- 
pean and Soviet affairs. His 
hatred for Arabs was taken over 
by his son Daniel who managed 
to join the editorial staff of Omits 
magarinc which is published by 


the Foreign Relations Institute of 
the University of Pennsylvania. 
Under him the magazine, which 
had had a history of objective 
reporting, was turned into a 
Zionist platform full of contempt 
for Arabs. 

Edward Letwack is ‘another 
Zionist who devoted his academic 
life as a lecturer at the Centre for 
International and Strategic Stu- 
dies in Washington to serve 
Israeli interests. He called for 
military intervention in Arab oil- 
producing countries following the 
oil embargo. 

Among the Zionist agents who 
utilise strategic research centres 
to propagate Israeli's views is 
Walter Lacquer who is in charge 
of the International Research 
Centre at George Washington 
University, and who also edits the 
“Contemporary History” maga- 
zine. Using the academic cover, 
be began to lecture on the Arab 
Israeli conflict and American 
Soviet relations in a way that 
would present Israel as the defen- 
der of American interests. 
Together with Pari Robin he pub- 
lished a-book on the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. Even after being invited 
by the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation to attend the last confer- 
ence of the Palestinian National 
Council in Algiers, upon his re- 
turn from foe conference he be- 
gan to spreading doubts on the 
council’s resolutions. 

Emus Berlin Ocr is another 
Zionist who served as an advisor 
in Washington, during the 
Reagan golden era and, who al- 
ways sought to justify Israel's acts 
of aggression against the Arabs by 
linking Israeli security and Amer- 
ican strategic goals. 


Joseph Shoba, a Jew of Syrian 
origin, is a close friend of Meir 
Kahane, member of the Israeli 
Knesset and an ultra rightist seek- 
ing to expel all Arabs from Pales- . 
tine who founded the Jewish De- 
fence League in foe United 
States. Together with Richard 
Pearl who worked for seven years 
as assistant secretary of defence 
and who was accused by the Arab 
American Committee against 
'• Discrimination of spying for 
'■ ; Israel, they are considered among 
' foe most anti-Arab Jews with 
great influence on the official 
American way of thinking . Shoba 
served as an adviser and speech 
writer for Reagan during his pres- 
idential campaign in 1980. 

Shoba recently collected signa- 
tures of a number of.' retired 
American servicemen «Unig on 
Israel not to withdraw from the 
occupied Arab lands. In Febru- 
ary, he called for bolding a confer- 
ence in Jerusalem, which was 
attended by former American 
government officials. 

Nevertheless, in foe eye of 
many experts Shoba is among the 
least experienced in Third World 
affairs despite foe row created 
aro und him by Zionism which 
seeks to introduce him as an 
influential strategist. He urged 
foe Bush administration to stop 
its dialogue with foe PLO. But it 
seems his days and those of other 
strategy experts are over with the 
departure of foe Reagan adminis- 
tration. 

Israel's influence is also served 
by people sent by foe Zionist 
state as visiting professors or re- 
searchers to famous universities 
and research centres in the Un- 
ited States. — Arab News 


Ruins reveal Mayan civilisation 
started earlier than thought 



U.S. cash for Pacific nuclear 
fallout causes legal nightmare 


ByGiff Johnson 

Reiners . 

MAJURO, Marshall Islands — A 
U.S. programme to pay millions 
af dollars in compensation for 
oudear 'fallout over the Pacific 
ias turned into, a legal nightmare 
n die Marshall .Islands. 

A mass of litigation over who is 1 
m titled to foe payments is tearing 
ipart island communities which 
lave traditionally been seen as 
arge extended families. 

The United States began pay- 
neuts three years ago to compen- 
sate islanders exposed to fallout 
Tom some of the 66 nuclear tests 
auried out from 1946 to 1958. 

In an unprecedented! treaty, 
Washington agreed to compeo- 
ale people on Rongelap and Ufo- 
k atolls, "3,200 km southwest of 
Jawan, for- damage caused by 
ixplosions 'do nearby Bikini and 


Enewetak. • ' 

It promised to pay an annual 
XL5 milli on to tire Rougelap peo- 
ple and 1.5 nriffinn for Uurik as 
part of a 15-year package worth a 
total of $270 million. 

The roughly 250 people initial- 
ly exposed to the fallout have 
suffered from a high incidence of 
cancer, thyroid tumours and a 
variety of otter health problems. 

Local councils were elected to 
decide who was entitled to the 
money. 

But residents from Rongelap 
and Utirik who have not been 
promised a share of the qnarteny 
payments have hired an army of 
lawyers to plead their case and 
family members have been fight- 
ing it out in a series of bitter legal 
battles. 

. -The population on the two 
atolls has expanded enormously, 
with islanders moving there to 


establish connections, however 
tenuous, to foe fallout. 

There were 86 people firing on 
Rongelap and 157 on Utirik at tire 
rime of the nuclear tests, but now 
more than 5,000 islanders claim 
tire atolls are home and say they 
have a right to foe money. 

The Rongelap council filed a 
petition in October to dismiss 
claims by islanders who said they 
should get compensation even 
though they had never lived on 
the atoll. 

. Rongelap senator Jeton An- 
jain, who works with the council, 
said he and colleagues were 
trying to weed out residents who 
were exposed to radiation during 
or after the tests from those 
whose families are originally from 
foe atolls but who never lived 
there. 

Thaddeus Samson, who owns 


land on Rongelap but does not five 
there, said the council's decision 
to deny him nuclear compensa- 
tion payments was “a blatant 
violation” of an agreement with 
foe United States. 

That agreement, he claims, 
says foe council must pay com- 
pensation for radiation damage to 
land as well as for people’s 
health. Samson was not exposed 
to fallout from this nuclear 
testing. 

“The Rongelap council chooses 
to ignore accepted cultural and 
traditional practices (when it 
comes to distributing the com- 
pensation),” he said. 

With one exception, the 
Rongelap council pays only those 
people or their children exposed 
to fallout from foe bravo hyd- 
rogen bomb test in 1954, or who 
have lived on Rongelap since. 


By Lee Steed 

The AssodMtedrrcss 

LOS ANGELES — Archaeolog- 
ists who excavated a city in 
Guatemala's jungle have learned 
that Mayan civflfeation emerged 
centuries earlier than previously 
thought, h undreds of years before 
foe Christian era. 

“Our findings indicate large- 
scale Mayan development, in- 
chiding huge temples and other 
stone butidmgs, were constructed 
during a period in which it was 
thought the most advanced form 
of construction was small vil- 
lages,” said Richard Hansen of 
the University of California-Los 
Angeles. 

Hansen's research, announced 
Monday by UCLA,” is a vmy 
significant discovery,” said 
Arthur Demarest, anthropology 
chairman at Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity. 

Archaeologists once believed 
advanced Mayan civilisation 
emerged about 300 A.D. and 
ended about 900 A.D. during 
what is described as the “classic 
period.” Research conducted 
during 1978-83 at El Miradar, 
Guatemala, pushed that date 
bade to 200 B.C. 

But Hansen’s 50-member team 
excavated the ancient city of 
Nakbc, 560 kilometres from 
Guatemala City, and determined 
foot roughly 100 stone pyramids 
and other braidings dated to be- 
tween 400 B.C and 630 B.C. so 
did some of the 65,000 pottery 


pieces, sculptures, figurines and 
other artifacts. 

Dates can be determined by 
foe radioactivity of carbon in 
organic material associated with 
buildings. Pottery is dated by 
comparison with the style of pot- 
tery from elsewhere in Central 
America. 

“We have from 1000 B.C. to 
600 B.C. a -qn»n village with 
wooden buildings,” Hansen said 
in a telephone interview. “They 
all of a sudden — boom — they 
brought in rock and fill and 
buried foe village and made 
platforms. On those they placed 
their buildings.” 

Hansen said Nakbe’s buildings 
include 11- to 46-metre platforms 
and flat-topped pyramids, many 
of which are topped by three 
small temples and ‘’sculpture de- 
picting important gods and 
kings.” The bufldings axe solid, 
without interior rooms. 

The scale of construction “re- 
flects the emergence of an admi- 
nistrative and religious elite” to 
command thousands of workers, 
Hansen said. 

The research “is part of foe 
most exciting Maya discovery of 
recent decades,” said anthropo- 
logist John Graham of the Uni- 
versity of California at Berkeley. 

Stone sculptures and Hierog- 
lyphic inscriptions at other sites 
had suggested “there was an ear- 
lier Mayan civilisation in foe 
period when everybody was sup- 
posed to be simple farmers,” 
Graham said. “Hansen provides 


foe first ample documentation of 
this earlier civilisation.” 

An archaeologist mapped some 
of Nakbe's architecture in 1962. 
Hansen first visited in 1987 and 
his team conducted the first full- 
scale excavation last February 
through April. 


“An archaeologist map- 
ped some of Nakbe's 
architecture in 1962. Han- 
sen first visited in 1987 and 
his . team conducted the 
firat full-scale excavation 
last February through April. 
The research by Hansen 
and others from UCLA, 
Utah’s Brigham Young Uni- 
versity, and Guatemala’s 
University of San Carlos 
shows Nakbe Is “the ear- 
liest major centre of Mayan 
civilisation yet found," 
UCLA said." 


The research by Hansen and 
others from UCLA, Utah’s 
Brigham Young University and 
Guatemala’s University of San 
Carlos shows Nakbe is “tire ear- 
liest major centre of Mayan civi- 
lisation yet found,” UCLA said 
in a news release. 

But Graham cautioned that “it 
may turn out there’s an earlier 
one.” 


Among foe most important 
finds at Nakbe is a sculpture on a 
limestone slab that probably 
dates to about 400 B.C. and is 
about 3 metres tall, 1.2 metres 
wide and 46 centimetres thick, 
Hansen said. 

The sculpture, showing two 
royal figures and a god, “is foe 
earliest and largest pre-classic 
sculpture ever found," he said. 
“It depicts rituals, symbols of 
royalty and perhaps a royal trans- 
fer of authority from one ruler to 
another much earlier in time than 
we ever thought (possible) pre- 
viously.” 

Other discoveries include 
seashells and Obsidian glass took 
that indicate emergence of long- 
distance trade. There also are 
signs of a society taming its en- 
vironment: Gutter-like water col- 
lection systems on six bufldings 
and 18-metre-wide stone-and- 
mud roads, Hansen said. 

He said he believes transforma- 
tion from village to rity and adv- 
anced civilisation happened be- 
came trade and the need for 
water and transformation fos- 
tered emergence of an adminis- 
trative and religious elite, which 
then ordered construction of tem- 
ples. 

Hansen’s team faced difficult 
conditions at Nakbe, including a 
three-day, 64-kilometre hike 
from the nearest road. Water was 
hanled from a swamp 6 
kilometres away. 

“It’s real macho archaeology,” 
Demarest said. 
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World Bank seems pleased 
with Egyptian reform will 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt has made new pledges to 
liberalise its state-dominated economy apparently 
satisfactory to the World Bank, renewing hopes of 
an agreement with the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 


I Economic sources said that 
during three weeks of talks with 
the World Bank which ended 
Tuesday, Egypt provided a speci- 
fy: three-year reform timetable 
for i f * iuge public sector to begin 
fipu. jan. 1, 1990. 

; The reform would start with 
efforts to free public sector man- 
agement from rigid state controls 
and bureaucracy. 

Price controls on many non- 
essential consumer goods would 
be gradually reduced and could 
be e limin ated after three years, 
the sources said. 

The World Bank refused to 
comment, but the economic 
sources said the delegation left 
jCairo in a very positive mood. 


The IMF was expected to wait 
for signs of progress in World 
Bank talks before resuming its 
own negotiations with Cairo. 

Egypt needs approval from 
both institutions to seek an 
accord to reschedule its $50 bil- 
lion foreign debt and win the 
respectability it needs to attract 
fresh foreign investment. 

The key World Bank demand 
had been a reform of the public 
sector, one of the biggest outside 
the Socialist Bloc, providing ev- 
sport to doe 


mg gum. 

Public sector losses have been 


Top Jordanian-Iraqi 
team meets next month 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Iraqi-Jordaman ministerial committee is 
.due to convene in the coming month to review Iraqi-Jordanian 
■cooperation in a number of fields with special focus on trade, 
■according to Mohammad Saqqaf, secretary -gen eral of the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade. 

1- Saqqaf, who made the statement upon his return to Amman from a 
meeting in Baghdad, said that the two countries are moving ahead as 
planned to fulfil plans for increasing the volume of trade between 
:them and that a report on trade issues will be submitted to the 
ministerial meeting next month. 

Saqqaf headed a Jordanian team to a joint meeting on following up 
the implementation of joint projects. 

Saqqaf said that the joint committee followed up resolutions by the 
;Joint Jordanian-Iraqi Higher Committee meetings among other 
■matters. 


Supreme Soviet opens 
debate on property law 


■MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet legislature Tuesday approved for 
nationwide discussion a proposal to loosen the state's bold on 
property, which backers say is the centrepiece of economic reform. 

TASS news agency said the bill would give stock companies, 
^collectives and cooperatives equal rights with the government, which 
mow owns 80-90 per cent of the property in this vast coon try. 

A blueprint for economic reform being discussed at a three-day 
conference of academics and managers that started Monday in 
Moscow says loosening controls on state ownership “is the fun- 
damental basis for citizens' economic freedom.” 

“Renovation of property relations leads to settling the key 
problem of socialist economy — formation of long-term interest of 
enterprises and their staffs in optimum proportions of consumption 
and accumulation,’’ said the report. 

A report to be adopted by the conference is expected to become 
the basis for a detailed effort to heal the Soviet economy, which is 
suffering from strikes, shortages, hoarding and a near-worthless 
currency. 

TASS said the bill discussed in the legislature Tuesday will be 
published along with several options, but it indicated it is unlikely to 
receive final legislative approval soon. 

Legislators in the Supreme Soviet Tuesday rejected a call to bring 
the question up for final consideration at the Congress of People’s 
Deputies, the Soviet parliament. 


U.S. House passes 
foreign aid bill 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Tuesday approved a S14.6 billion 
foreign aid bill that includes $3 
billion for Israel and $2 billion for 
Egypt. 

President George Bush has 
threatened to veto the bfll be- 
cause of a SIS million appropria- 
tion for the United Nations 
Population Fund for Birth Con- 
trol Activities. 

• Opponents of the funding said 
some of the money would go to 
China, which they accused of 
practicing mandatory abortions 
•and involuntary sterilisations. 
China says its birth control prog- 
rammes are voluntary. 

Before sending the bill to the 
■Senate, the House added lan- 
guage that prohibits spending the 
money unless the president certi- 


fied that none of die funds would 
be used for involuntary abortions 
or sterilisations by China. 

The bill also provides $1.6 bil- 
lion for international financial in- 
stitutions, including $965 million 
for the World Bank’s Internation- 
al Development Association, 
which makes interest free loans to 
underdeveloped nations, and $50 
million paid-in capital for the 
World Bank. 

Other major provisions indude 
$532 million for Poland and Hun- 
gary, $500 million in military aid 
for Turkey, $350 million for milit- 
ary aid for Greece, $460. million 
for Pakistan, $160 million for the 
Philippines, $125 milli on for in- 
ternational narcotics activities, 
$85 million for El Salvador and 
$83.5 million for relief efforts in 
Afghanistan. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday November 15, 
1989 

Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 

Pound Sterling 

DeutsdKffiuic 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


Buy 

638.0 

1014.5 

347.2 

393.8 

102-3 


Sen 


644.0 

1024.6 

350.7 

397.7 

103.3 


Japanese yen (for 100) 445.0 449.4 

Dutch guilder 307.7 310.8 

Swedish crown 993 1003 

Italian lira (for 100) 47.5 48.0 

Belgian franc (for 10) 165.0 ' 166.7 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.5870/80 

U.S. dollars 

1.1685/95 

Canadian dollar 

1.8395/402 

Deutsche marks 

2.0758/65 

Dutch guilders 

1.6244/54 

Swiss francs 

38.57/60 

Belgian francs 

6.2450/500 

French francs 

1347/1348 

Italian lire 

143.40/50 

Japanese yen 

6.4200/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.9000/50 

Norwegian crowns 

7.1475/525 

Danish crowns 

390.70/391.20 • 

U.S. dollars 


ery thing from transport to chew- 


blamed for draining Egypt's eco- 
nomy and adding to a big budget 
deficit 


The IMF will focus on a reform 
of the complex multi-tiered ex- 
change rate and a rise in interest 
rates. 

Egypt needs IMF approval be- 
fore it can go to the Paris Qnb of 
creditor nations to reschedule 
some $5 trillion of its total debt. 
Since July 1988, Egypt has effec- 
tively defaulted on most debt 
payments. 

Hopes of an accord, running 
high over the summer, receded 

r in in the autumn as Cairo and 
IMF disagreed over the times- 
cale for m traducing reforms. 

Egypt fears rapid economic re- 
forms might unleash a wave of 
social discontent- The last riots in 
Cairo were in 1986^ 

But following progress with the 
World Bank, Egyptian officials 
have started to say again that an 
initial agreement with the IMF 
might be reached as early as 
December. 

The Abu Dhabi Fund for Arab 
Economic Development 
(ADFAED) said It will lend 
Egyjrt $75 million to finance a 
terming project. 

The semi-official A1 Ittihad 
newspaper Wednesday quoted 
ADFAED Chairman Nasser A1 
Nuwais as saying he would sign 
the loan agreement this week in 
Cairo. 

The 30-year loan, with an in- 
terest rate of 3.5 per cent, 1 will be 
used to finance reclamation of 
60,000 hectares of land in Egypt, 
tiie paper said. 



Jordanian and Tunisian iHotm widening economic cooperation (Petra photo) 


Premier receives Betid 


Jordan, Tunisia review ties 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- 
nian-Tunisian joint economic 
committee opened a meeting in 
Amman Wednesday to review 
ways for promoting bilateral 
cooperation in trade, industry, 
tourism, air transport, scientific 
research and technology. 

Industry and Trade Minister 
Ziyad Innab, who heads the 
Jordanian side to the meetings, 
addressed the opening session ex- 
pressing Jordan’s keenness on 
corroborating trilateral coopera- 
tion in the course of bolstering 
Arab economic integration. 

Tunisian National Economy 


Minister A1 Munsif Belid re- 
viewed Jordan! an-Tunisian eco- 
nomic cooperation over the past 
years and paid tribute to both the 
private and public sectors in the 
two countries for the success of 
the economic cooperation pro- 
cess. 


Belid voiced his country’s sup- 
port for the formation of Arab 
economic blocs which, be said, 
would pave the way for full in- 
tegration among Arab states. 

The Tunisian minister referred 
with satisfaction to the work of 
Jordanian and Tunisian trade 


centres and the trade fairs which 
have been organised alternately 
in Amman and Tunis. He said the 
fairs and the trade centres were 
bound to increase the volume of 
trade between the two countries. 

BeHd said his country was de- 
termined to follow up successful 
economic cooperation in the 
fields of technology, tourism and 
scientific research. 

Innab and Belid were received 
later by Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker with whom they 
reviewed bilateral cooperation 
and the nature of the two-day 
meetings in Amman . 


i bauxite ore widens path 
for Arab aluminium industries 


BAHRAIN (R) — Saudi Arabia 
said Tuesday it had discovered 
bauxite ore which would supply 
Arab aluminium smelters and 
boost the region's aluminium in- 
dustry. 

“We are pleased to announce 
the discovery of bauxite ore in 
Saudi Arabia,” Saudi Industry 
and Electricity Minister Abdul 
Aziz A! Zamel told the opening 
of the fourth Arab aluminium 
conference (ArabaJ) in B ahrain . 

The three-day conference is 
being attended by 400 delegates 
from 44 countries. 

“We hope exploitation of these 
reserves wiD in the future supply 
Arab aluminium smelters mid 
add more stability to the indus- 
try,” he -added. 

Aluminium smelters in Bahrain 
and Dubai import most of the 
alumina, extracted from bauxite 
ore, mainly from Australia. 

Industry officials say the Saudi 
bauxite reserves were substantial 
but would be expensive to mine 
due to their location in an uninha- 
bited northern area of the 
Kingdom. 

They say planned expansions 
of plants in Bahrain and Dubai, 
and completing two new smelters 
in Qatar and Saudi Arabia will 
double Gulf aluminium produc- 
tion capacity to over one million 
tonnes a year by 1994, making the 


area a major world producer. 

Abdulla A1 Quweiz, assistan t 
secretary general for economic 
affairs of the ; six- member; Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC), 
told Arabal participants be hoped 
international markets would lift 
all barriers against Gulf alumi- 
nium products. 

“We axe ready to adopt the 
appropriate policies of coopera- 
tion between suppliers of raw 
material and also with industrial 
nations,” he said. 

“We hope our partners... will 
open their doors to our alumi- 
nium industries and not bar it 
from their markets,” he added. 

The GCC, a political and eco- 
nomic affiance grouping Bahrain, 
Kuwait,' Oman, Qatar, ' Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, wants the Euroepan 
Community to lift a six per cent 
tariff on its primary aluminium 
exports. 


Meanwhile, Kuwait plans a $60 
million plant to produce calcined 
coke for Gulf aluminium smel- 
ters, industry sources said 
Wednesday. 

“The plan to build a petroleum 
coke plant in Kuwait is... in the 
final stages of implementation,” 
Khalid AI Fayez, chief executive 
officer of Kuwait-based Gulf In- 
vestment Corporation (GIC) told 
Reuters in Bahrain. 


GIC Executive Vice-President 
Jassim Al Mannai said U.S. con- 
sultancy firm Bechtel Corp. had 
completed a feasibility study on 
plant to produce calcined coke 
from the so-called “green coke” 
by-product of oil refining. 

Work would begin after Kuwait 
Petroleum Corp. completes tests 
on whether Kuwaiti coke was 
suitable for alnmimmn smelters 
in Bahrain and Kuwait, he said. 

Results are expected by the 
end of this -year. 

“We have two options — either 
to build a plant limbed to local 
requirements or one which will 
also cater to the export market,” 
Mannai said. He gave no details on 
output capacity. 

Calcined coke is nsed to pro- 
duce carbon anodes necessary to 
extract aluminium from ahunma- 

Industry sources say the 
Bahrain and Dubai smelters — 
which are about to undergo ma- 
jor expansions — at present im- 
port most of the 150,000 tonnes 
of calcined coke they need per 
year from the United States. A 
Gulf jriant would cut costs sub- 
stantially. 


U.S. officials 
discuss leasing 
Gulf Arab oil 


Mannai said GIC would 
ably take between 10 and 3u per 


i prob- 
30 per 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“When your teeth catch on fire, 
that’s usually a good sign that 
you're eating too fast." 


cent equity stake in the project. 

Furthermore, Aluminium 
Bahrain BSC (Alba) wifi invite 
banks this month to bid for a $560 
million loan to finance an expan- 
sion which will make its smelter 
one of the biggest in the world, 
industry officials have said. 

Development and Industry 
Minister Yousef Shirawi told 
Reuters he hoped the commercial 
loan for the mainly state-owned 


205,000 toune-^per-year plant 


would be signed by the end of the 
year. 


DUBAI (R) — U.S. energy ex- 
perts are touring the Gulf to 
discuss how big Arab oil produc- 
ers could help Washington fill its 
strategic petroleum reserve from 
fields which hold nearly two- 
thirds of the world’s proven re- 
serves. 

“The tour is basically the 
ammal oil discussions of the" U.S. 
with Gulf producers, but this year 
the emphasis is on die strategic 
petroleum reserve (SPR),” an oil 
industry analyst in the Gulf said 
Wednesday. 

Tbs U.S. experts from the 
State Department and Depart- 
ment of Energy are led by John 
Easton, assistant energy secretary 
for international affairs and ener- 
gy emergencies. The team is now 
in Riyadh. 

They started their tour in the 
United Arab Emirates Nov. 6, 
then travelled to Kuwait before 
arriving in Saudi Arabia. Easton 
wiH visit Iraq Thursday to meet 
Iraqi oil officials. 

“They have floated the idea of 
Gulf states leasing ofl to the SPR, 
but the idea is quite new and 
concrete results are not expected 
immediately,” another Gulf oil 
source said. 

The U.S. team is particulary 
interested in finding out what sort 
of political and economic factors 
are deemed important by the big 
Gulf oil producers if they want to 
enter an ofl leasing agreement 
with the U.S., an oil industry 
source said. 

The idea of Gulf oil producers 
leasing oil to fill the SPR, set up 
as an energy cushion in case of a 
disruption to oil supplies, was 
mooted earlier this year -by the 
U.S. Department of Energy. 


Fiat starts building 
car plant in Algiers 



TIARET, Algeria (R) — ^ 
presidents of Italy and Algeria 


ing work on the North African 
country’s first car assembly plant, 
a . joint venture with the Italian 
car maker Fiat. 

Algeria's Chadli Benjedid and 
Italy’s Francesco Cossiga un- 
veiled a plaque, ushering in con- 
struction of the 2.1'biffion dinar 
($260 million) plant set amid 
wheat fields 210 kilometres 
southwest of Algiers. 

Italy has agreed to lend 90 
billion lira ($67 million) to help 
finance the project, designed to 
produce 30,000 units a year of 
Fiat's Uno model. 

“We are looking at the de- 
velopment of the North African 
market of winch Algeria is a 
principal part,” Franceso Gallo, 
Flat’s director of international 
activities, told Reuters. 

Italian Foreign Munster Gianni 
De Michelis told a news confer- 
ence annual output could rise tO 
100,000 cars to serve the wider 
North African market. 

The project was agreed in prin- 
ciple in 1987 between Fiat’s auto- 
mobile division and the Algerian 
state firm Entreprise Nationale 
De Production De Vehicules Par- 
ticnlicrs (ENPVP) but a series of 
technical and financial accords 
were only finalised in recent 
weeks. 

The project’s capital is 410 


millio n dinar s ($51 million), of 
ilds 36.4 w 


which Fiat holds 36.4 per cent 
and ENPVP the rest. 

The first cars are due off the 
assembly line in the first quarter 
of 1993. Fiat said it would be one 
of Africa’s most technologically- 
advanced factories. 

The two countries agreed to 
boost financial cooperation and 
build a fourth pipeline for Alge- 
rian gas exports to Italy. 

In another energy sector, the 
Algerian state hydrocarbons con- 
cern Sonatrach has signed a pro- 
tocol with the Angto-Dntch oil 
giant Royal Dutch-Shell to ex- 
plore cooperation in gas projects, 
the Algerian news agency APS 
said. 

The protocol covers potential 
future cooperation in .the de- 


velopment, sale and transport of 
natural gas, liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) and liquefied petroleum 
gas (LPG), it said. - 

Algeria, one of the .wokkFs : 
biggest gas exporters, hopes to 
increase output and sales to help 
its recovery from an economic 
crisis caused in part by the fall in 
world oil prices early in the l980s. 

Mines Minister Sadek Bousse- 
na has said Algeria wants foreign 
partners to snare the ■ massive 
development costs required. . 

APS said Sonatrach and Shell 
had already formed working 
groups to study the production of 
gas-oil, kerosene and other re- 
fined products directly from natu- 
ral gas. 

The two sides were aloso look- 
ing at ways to expand Algeria's - 
gas liquefaction capacity and 
long-term LNG sales to the Un- 
ited -States. 

Algeria is expected to produce 
around 100 billion cubic metres rtf 
natural gas this year and to export 
around 29 billion cubic metres 
either as natural gas or LNG. 

In the financial sector, Alge- 
rian bankers will visit Japan to 
(t praiw investment and financial 
opportunities opened up by 
Algeria’s economic reforms, offi- 
cials have said. 

Central bank governor Abder- 
rahmane Hadj-Nacer and Eco- 
nomy Minister Gbazi Hedoud 
.accompanied by senior bankers 
will give details to Japanese bank- 
ers and officials of swe epi ng re- 
forms which aim to revive Alger- 
ia’s stagnant economy and attract 
foreign investment. 

Hadj-Nacer said Algeria 
sought to form joint finance com- 
panies with foreign partners and 
explore ways of finan cing its $24 
biffion foreign debt. 

Officials said the main purpose 
of the trip was to explain the 
reforms, seen as the key to 
attracting new investment and 
financing. But a new loan would 
also be signed by die state Ban- 
que Exterieure d’Algerie. 

The loan, with the Export- 
Import Bank and the Industrial 
Bank of Japan, wifl oofinance 
credits extended by the World 
Bank. 


Oman wins Benson 
and Hedges contest 


LONDON (Agencies) — In one 
of the closest and most excitin g 
Gtand Finals ever, the National 
Heaters Industries Co. of Oman 
have-won the Grand Final of the 
Middle East Management Chal- 
lenge, held id Ashndge Manage- 
ment College in the U.K. The 
team, which won the cham- 
jnonship for Oman for the first 
time ever in tile Challenge’s his- 
tory, came through with style and 
stamina to leave the judges with 
no doubt about the team’s superb 
performance. The F.miraf«K Bank 
International Ltd, from Dubai, 
came a dose second, while Erast 
& Whinney from Kuwait a 
worthy third. Nine regional 
champions took part in the gruell- 
ing two-day exercise. 

Mr. Tony Liddle, Personnel 
Director of Benson & Hedges 
awarded the prizes to the winners 
and the runners up, after the 
results were announced. 

The winners received the Mid- 
dle East Management Challenge 
Gold Medal, minted of 22 carat 
gold; a portfolio of gold shares 


worth $10,00(1 for each of than 
and a board-room trophy for 
their company. Other runners up 
also receive gold medals for thar 
achievements. 


After an exerting year in winch 
-die Middle East Management 
Challenge competition witnessed 
the expansion beyond the GCC 
to include Jordan, and also saw 
the first lady competitor through 
to the Grand Final stage, the 
competition has this year truly 
established itself as the ul timate 
and Supreme manage ment and 
business competition in the Mid- 
dle East. Over its six year history, 
the Challenge has managed to 
attract increasing attention and 
enthusiasm from the region’s top 
notch companies and the media 
alike. 


The policy of Benson & 
Hedges to extend management 
expertise and professfonalism to 
companies in the Middle East, 
has been genuinely appreciated 
by all who participate in h 
throughout foe years. 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 
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Now arrange the circled tetters to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Yesterday's 


Jumbles: GNOME JOUST 


(Answers Monday) 
MAKEUP SAVAGE 


Answer: Sticks to one thing and hopefully gets them— 
A STAMP 
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Yerevan postponed 


iLONPON (AP) — The first 
world title fight to. be staged in 
tbe Soviet Union has been post- 
poned a second time became of 
msaffirient sponsorship and other 
promotional problems, tbe Inter- 
national Boxing Federation said 
Tuesday. 

Oriando Canizalc*, a Texan* 
based Mexican, was to have de- 
fended his IBF bantamweight ti- 
tle against Italian Alessandro De- 
santis on Nov. 19 in the Arme- 
nian- capital of Yeveran. • . 

Bat the IBFs European repre- 
sentative, John Robinson, said 
the fight— originally set for last 
month bat postponed because of 
complications over TV rights — 
had bra pot off again until De- 
cember at thc earliest. 

“The Finnish proaurter is un- 
able to go ahead,” Robinson 
sakL^Hewas trying to get spon- 


sors for the fight, and it never 
happened. The Russians wanted 
the fight to go on bat there were 
problems in the negotiations. 

“In addition, the promoters 
never par up the sanctioning 
money which we wanted depo- 
sited in New Jersey 14 days be- 
fore the fight.” 

Robinson said the fight would 
now probably take place in either 
Moscow or Leningrad because of 
a resurgence of unrest in 

Armenia. 

He said American promoter 
Cedric Kushner was 
taking oyer tbe contest- 

“ Cedric stages world title fights 
all over the world and has the 
machinery to make this a viable 
proposition,** Robinson said. 
“The Finns were out of their 
depth." 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES QOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
61MB W0un« Urn dm CteftlCM, lot 


ONE FOR THE PRICE OF TWO 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* KJ96 . 

<? Q 10 8 3 . 

- 0 A 9 2 

- ■* A 9 

WEST EAST 

* 8 5 4 * 7 32 

<7 7 7KJ952 

0 Q 10 6 3 0 74 

#.KS 64 3 *QJI0 

SOUTH 
4 AQ 10 
«? A 64 
0 X J 8 5 

* 752 
The bidding: 

Sooth Wert North East 

1 0 Pur- 1 ^ Pass 

1 NT Pan 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Eight of * 

It is sometimes very difficult not 
ro jake triejes when the opportunity 
presents itself. On occasion, 
though; it can be very costly to grab 
them. 

The auction was routine. With a 
balanced hand of sound opening- 
bid strength facing an announced 
opening bid. North had an easy 
raise to three no trump. 

West made the unusual lead of a 
spade (we find fourth-best of your 


longest and strongest to be more 
effective in the long run!). Declarer 
won in hand and, with eight fast 
tricks available, decided to try for 
the ninth in hearts. She cashed the 
-ace and continued the suit to learn 
the bad news when West pitched a 
diamond on the second round. 
won cheaply and shifted to the 
queen of chibs, continuing the suit 
when declarer held up. 

Reading the hand perfectly, dc- 
• clarer cashed her remaining spade 
tricks as East discarded a heart and 
West a dub. She returned to hand 
with the king of diamonds and exit- 
ed with her last dub. West could not 
resist the temptation of rising with 
the king of dubs to cash his remain- 
ing dab. But then he had to lead 
away from his queen of diamonds 
into declarer's combined ace-jack 
tenace. Making three-odd. 

West should never have end- 
played himself. If be amply plays 
low on the third dub. East win win. 
Since declarer must protect against 
East's hearts, declarer has to discard 
a diamond from the board on this 
trick. So East simply exits with a 
diamond to dummy's now bare ace 
and wins the last two tricks with his 
king-jack of hearts— down one. 


THE Daily Crossword by Beny Jorgensen 


ACROSS — r- • 
1 Relent 
5 Beauty parlor 
10 Roughage 
14 — ' Mountains; 
USSR 

16 Investigate . 
-16 Fr. composer' 

17 Unbalanced 
20 Assuage 

hunger 

2t_— Mountains, 
- USSR 

22 Worship 

23 Acne - 
eruptions 

24 Instants 
26 Boundaries 

29 A Chaplin 

30 Bank deaf 

31 Pungent 

32 Country ■■ 
monogram 

35 Embarrassed 

39 Beverage - - 

40 Kingly 

41 OJm genus 

42 -Luge 

46 Soothing ■ 

45 More shrewd 

49-FactuaI - 

50 Marriage 

51 Sandwich 
store 

52 Tumult'-' 

55 Upset 

59 Thin Man's 
dog 

60 Made public 

61 Be In the 'van 

62 Actress 
Patricia 

63 Manner 

64 Camera eya 

DOWN : 

1 Fabricated 

2 Essayist 

3 Endure 

4 One 1o one 
for one 

5 Fits and. 
starts. . 

6 Melodies . 

7 Laze 

8 Kfanono twit 

9 Beak 
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Yesterday's Puzzle Strived: 

10 Sticker? 


11 Boca — , FL 

12 VlgRam 

13 Bumps 

18 Resign 

19 Open porch ' 

23 Metafile . 
element 

24 Mushroom 

25 — years 
Mderiy) 

26 Robert or Alan 

27 Slave 

28 First or 
second 

29 Group of eight 

31 Wrath 

32 Bruins 

33 Strike one as 

34 “An 
apple — 

36 "Twelfth 
Night” duke 
27 Mr. river 
38 Coward 

43 deceive 

44 Track 
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45 Khartoum's 
land 

46 licorice 
flavoring 

47 View 

46 Outspoken 
49 Uprise 
51 SmeH boat 


6*104183 

52 FH to — 

53 School VIP 

54 Bookmaker’s 
quote 

56 Household 
members 

57 Snaffle 

58 Entirety 





FCinema 

NS!F!H93I 

Tel: 625155Y 


FATAL 

ATTRACTION 

Tw fa n nanrw;- 3:30. 6:30, 8:30 p.m. 



Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


NoorAIShftiff,Maall 

Zayed 

In 

EXECUTION 

BATTALION 



Brazil seeks record fourth title in 1990 


By Peter MueJJo 
The Associated Press 
RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil — In 
Brazil, where soccer is as much a 
part of fife as Samba' and the 
string bikini, the World Cup is 
tbe No. 1 sports event. 

As the 1990 World Cup in Italy 
draws near, this Sooth American 
country again in among the 
favourites as it tries to win an 
unprecedented fourth world 
championship. 

Brazil showed its muscle in 
July, when it rolled over world 
champion Argentina and power- 
ful Uruguay to win the America 
cup tournament, the South 
American championship. 

Last month, with no time to 
train and missing several starters, 
Brazil stonned Italy 1-0 in an 
exhibition game in Bologna. 

Fans here are proud that Brazil 
is tiie only country to qualify for 
every World Cup and, along with 
Italy, is the only three-time win- 
ner. Its three tides came in 1958, 
1962 and 1970, the era of tbe 


incomparable Pele. 

Now Brazilians are hungry for 
another title. The memory of 
Brazil’s elimination in four world 
cups since 1970 is a sore one — 
especially the upset loss to Italy in 
tbe 1962 World Cup in Spain, 
considered the high point of the 
generation of Zico, Falcao and 
Socrates. 

This year, a new generation of 
players has come of age and is 
causing excitement even among 
Brazil's traditionally hard-to- 
p lease fans. 

The base of the team is what 
Brazilians call “the foreigners” — 
top stars who play for European 
clubs, mostly in Italy and Portug- 
al. Seven of the current 11 star- 
ters play abroad. 

The undisputed leaders of the 
group is attacker Careca of Italy’s 
Napoli club, who will be playing 
on bis third World Cup team. An 
explosive scorer and b rillian t ball 
handler, Careca received the sup- 
reme accolade from his Napoli 
teammate Diego Maradona of 


Argentina, who called the Brazi- 
lian tbe best player cow active. 

The field general is midfielder 
Valdo of Portugal's Benfica, a 
slick passer and dribbler who was 
a reserve in the 1986 World Cup 
in Mexico, when Brazil finished 
fifth. 

The team's surprise weapons 
are lateral defenders Jozginbo, of 
West Germany's Bayer Lever- 
kusen, and Branco, of Portugal’s 
Porto, who can quickly go onto 
attack. 

The squad also boasts excellent 
depth, with players of the caliber 
of midfielder Alemao, of Napoli, 
and attackers Muller, of Tonnoi, 
or Romano, of Holland’s PSV, 
ready to come in off the bench. 

Commanding the team is 
Sebastiao Lazarom, 39, who took 
over as coach this year after brief 
experience in the Middle East and 
with Rio’s Flamenco and Vasco 
dubs. 

In a controversial move, Lazar- 
oni scrapped the 4-4-2 and 4-3-3 
tactics Brazil traditionally used 


Germans differ in single team 


BERLIN (AP) — In a new era of 
relations between tbe two Ger- 
manys, the formation of a power- 
ful single team for the Olympic 
games nonetheless is only a re- 
mote possibility, East and West 
German officials indicated 
Tuesday. 

While a top West German 
Olympic official did not rule out a 
unified German team competing 
at tiie 1992 summer games, East 
German sports authorities made 
plain they have little interest in 
the idea for the time being. 

A single German team would 


likely be the top Olympic medal 
winner. 

At last year’s Seoul summer 
games, East Germany racked up 
102 medals, second only to the 
Soviet Union, while West Ger- 
many was fourth with 40. 
Together, they would have won 
10 more medals than the Soviets 
and 48 more than the United 
States. • 

Any change in the status of tbe 
separate teams would have to be 
approved by the International 
Olympic Committee, which gov- 
erns tbe games. 


British yachtsman 
buried at sea 


PORTSMOUTH. England (AP) 
— Anthony Phillips, a crewman 
competing in the Whitbread 
round-the-world yacht race, was 
buried at sea Tuesday, two days 
after being washed overboard 
into the frigid south Atlantic. 

Race organisers said arrange- 
ments were being made for an 
official burial to tafrg place Tues- 
day morning but there was no 
word whether the ceremony 
actually had taken place. 
Phillips was a cousin of Capt. 


Mark Phillips, husband of Prin- 
cess Anne, Queen Elizabeth ITs 
only daughter. 

He was a crew member aboard 
Creightons Naturally, only of two 
British entries in the cruiseT dass 
of the race. 

Organisers said the vessel re- 
sumed racing Tuesday and was 
beaded east again on tbe second 
leg of the event from Punta del 
Este. Uruguay, to Fremantle. 
Australia. 


X Special Christmas offer 
V”’ 20%-30% discount ^ 

on all items ^ 

at the Bedouin Bazaar 

We sen and dly andaues. copper, crass. sHver jewel -ery: 
pottery, banc mace orients: rugs 3nd carpets, and an kinds of 
oil’s and souvenir's. 

NOTICE: buy two carpets and get one FREE. 
Location: between 7th and 8th Circles, next to the 
American School. Tel.: S24485 


The IOC recognised East Ger- 
many’s national Olympic commit- 
tee in 1955, but under a com- 
promise between the two Ger- 
manys, they sent joint teams to 
tiie games through 1964. 

Since 1968, in a symbol of its 
political independence, East Ger- 
many has sent athletes to the 
Olympics under its own flag. It 
quickly became a sports power- 
house, although trained in recent 
years by allegations of secret use 
of banned performance- building 
drugs. 

Walter Troeger, a West Ger- 
man Olympic official and influen- 
tial IOC member, .said it would 
be wrong to pressure East Ger- 
many on this “tertiary” issue dur- 
ing its current turmoil. 

“I would be ashamed to raise 
the issue today with my East 
German partners, ’’ he said. 

“Not that I do not wish or 
believe that it could come about. 
The question will arise. Fm sure 
one will start thinking about 
whether there is common 
ground,*’ he said in a telephone 
interview from Frankfurt. 

But he added, “at the moment 
there are quite different prob- 
lems.” 

“If we start building relations 
toi the new East German lead- 
ership. the question could be 
posed in six months,” he said. 

Asked if a single ream could 
enter the next summer Olympics 
at Barcelona in 1992, he said, 
“Why not?” 

Such hopeful notes were not 
echoed by Wolfgang Gitter, 
secretary general of the East Ger- 
man national Olympic commit- 
tee, when a reporter suggested 
tiie possibility of a reunified 
squad. 

“The idea has not come up at 
all,” he said. 

A ranking IOC official said the 
world Olympic body is open to 
suggestions. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
TORRENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

in Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call Wael Real 
Estate 

Tel: 685342, 681787 


LARGE BUILDING FOR RENT (4 
FLOORS) 

“Can be used as embassy or for a big company” 

Total area is 1 ,600 square metres. It consists of fifty 
rooms. All facilities are available including central 
heating and car park. Located in a high and beautiful 
site in Jabal Amman near Khalidi Hospital. 

Annual rent: JD 18,000 
For further details please call 669900 or 
668280 


and implanted a European-style 
strategy with a roving fifth de- 
fenseman called a Libero. 

The change made the team less 
vulnerable on defence without 
sacrificing its characteristic offen- 
sive style. Brazil successfully 
tested the new setup in the Amer- 
ica cup and used it to qualify for 
tbe World Dip in South Amer- 
ican group 3, eliminating Vene- 
zuela and Chile. 

Lazaxoni says Brazil will use 
the five-defensemen setup in the 
World Cup. Although Mauro 
Gahrao of Rio’s Botafogo dub is 
the current starter at Rover, the 
coach says he wants to test de- 
fenseman Mozer of France’s 


Marseille team at the position for 
the cap. 

Lazarom also promises sur- 
prises for the cup. The coach says 
he is looking for ways to field his 
“dream attack” of Careca, 
Romario and Bebeto, giving 
even more scoring punch to the 
lineup. 

Brazil's only concern in faring 
European teams is size. 

Many startera such as Bebeto, 
Romario and Silas are short and 
light, relying on speed and skill to 
beat stronger, heavier adversar- 
ies. Lazarom has said his players 
will undergo a programme of 
“super physical preparation” to 
get ready for the cop. 


Napoli drops 
Maradona law suit 

NAPLES, Italy (R) Italian soccer 
league leaders Napoli dropped a 
tag damages suit a gainst Diego 
Maradona on Tuesday and said 
they and their temperamental 
Argentine star bad agreed to bury 
then differences. 

“Signor Maradona has assured 
his full respect for his profession- 
al commitments and repeated his 
willingness to play for Napoli 
until (his contract expires in) 

1993. 


“The dub has reiterated its 
interest in availing itself of the 
player's services,” an official 
Napoli statement said. 

Tbe carefully-worded state- 
ment said both sides bad agreed 
to resolve their diffe re n ces to 
their mutual satisfaction. 

Club sources said the deal in- 
volved Napoli’s dropping a dam- 
ages daim in the civil courts for 
700 milli on Hre ($50,000) from 
the company that markets Mara- 
dona’s image after the star’s un- 
authorised summer absence in 
Argentina. 

Maradona agreed in return not 
to oppose a for smaller fine die 
dub has sought to impose 
through soccer disciplinary chan- 
nels because of his extended holi- 
day, the sources said. 

Relations between Maradona 
and UEFA cup-holders Napoli 


readied breaking point -in late 
August over the summer holiday 
row and plunged again over ins 
last-minute ban from a UEFA 
cup tie on November 1 for mis- 
sing training. 

■Maradona told r epor te rs after 
returning from his wedding in 
Argentina last Thursday that he 
was ready to leave Napoli unless 
important issues were clarified. 

Tuesday’s statement appeared 
to meet a key demand from the 
player that Napoli say dearly 
whether they still wanted him. 


World Cup 

Romania 3, 
Denmark 1 

VIENNA, Austria (AP) -I 
Romania defeated Denmark 3-1 
(2-1) in a group 1 World Soccer 
Cup qualifier match in 
Budharest Wednesday and din- 
died a sjv.t in the World Cup 
final In Italy next year. 

The result left Denmark! 
math ematica l ly stHE in conten- 
tion as one, not birth, of the 
runners-up in groups I ami 4 
wffi also advance to the finals. 
The only way Denmark can 
make it would be if either tbe 
Netherlands, which tops group 
4, or West Germany, nmner- 
up, loses too. 

West Germany met Wales hnf 
Cologne and the Netherlands! 
plays Finland in Rotterdam la^j 
ter Wednesday. 

For Denmark, who hst by 
two goals, there is even the 
possibility of a playoff on neut- 
ral ground if Germany, a peren- 
nial powerhouse and two-time 
World Cup winner, draws 3-3 
with Wales. 

The win pot Romania on topi 
of group 1 with 9 points from 6/ 
games, ahead of Denmark,] 
which finished with 8 points. 

Flemming Povtesen scored for 
Denmark in tire Sth minute. 
Gavrfla BaUnt in 25th and 52nd 
and loan Saboo in 38th tallied 
for Romania. 


FRIENDS OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

Regrets to announce that the trip to Tell 
Abu Hamid scheduled for Friday Nov. 17 
is cancelled. 


ANGLICAN CHURCH 

SERVICES )N ENGLISH THIS SUNDAY 
8 A.M. HOLY COMMUNION 
6 P.M. FAMILY COMMUNION 
CELEBRANT: BISHOP SAMIR KAFITY 

TEL: 628543 


FOR RENT 


Jabal Amman, 4th Circle, Boumecflen Street 

1 - FuBy furnished deluxe apartment consisting of two bedrooms,, 
targe salons, centrally heated, air conditioned with tetephorte 
T.V., front garden, area 25b m*. 

2- Fully furnished apartment consisting of two bedrooms. L-shaped 
salon -i- dining room, centraBy heated, T.V., telephone. 

Tel. 770683, 674835 Munir or Saltan Awad. ' ' 



Budget 

mnf r» nerw- 



rentacar 


THE BEST HOLIDAY 
CAR RENTAL DEAL 
WORLDWIDE 

Only Budget lets you book and pre-pay your car 
rental at a guaranteed Jordan dinar with no 
hidden extras. 

Unlimited kilometres, collision damage waiver, 
personal accident insurance, and ail local taxes 
are included, so there is only your petrol to pay 
for. 

Call us for all the facts. 

BUDGET Rent a Car, Sport City, Amman 
Tel: 604231, Fax 673312 



A five-JevcJ English conveisaiional . 
course designed for speakers of the' 
Arabic language 

LEARN TO CONDUCT 
BUSINESS IN 
“AMERICAN” ENGLISH 

• STUDY AT HOKE 

IN YOUR SPARE TIME 

Increase your English business vocabulary, 
Understand tfic inside worktops of American 
b nrt n css- Use nitsetics 10 communicate with „ ■ 
our faculty. •] 

• EASY STEP-BY-STEP 
INSTRUCTION 

Comptoe set of audio tapes included! 

Just complete this coupon or FAX us at 
1305) 429-1531 tor more Information 

PLEASE RUSH ME A FREE BROCHURE 

Name 

Ht.lh.iH 

Address - 


America* Oncer Thout Corporation. 
tMemdoaa) Dtokuon 
4W9 North Federal Hlgbaiy 
tVaufu o Beach. Florida 330M USA 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting of 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, spacious salon, 
large dining room, a large hail, spacious kitchen with 
separate central heating, open roof, servant rooms, four 
verandas with a garden, and deluxe furniture. 

Call tel. 821058 


HOUSEKEEPER NEEDED 

Housekeeper needed for full time duty. 

Please contact tel. no. 843512 or no. 678750 


On The Occasion of H.M.King AL Hussein's Birthday 

;tnd 

( 'ndvr the I’uironune »»f I/it Majrslf (Juern Sonr AI ffavrla 

The National Music Conservatory / Noor AI Hussein roondat/on 

Presents 

MUNIR EACHIR 


in a 

Oud Recital 

Improvised Meditations 


Saturday, November 18, 1989 
The Royal Cultural Centre 

8:00 pjn. 
Mein Theatre 

Tickets available at*- 


The Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 66S82S 
Bebiche, teL 661322. 

Infematfonel Traders, teL 661014. 

Pizza Hut (Ujd Eaaumaq), tel. 821938. 

The National Music Conservatory, teL 687628. 

Ticket price: JD 7 


SOMETHING DIFFERENT IN AMMAN 

Furnished apartment for rent in a different style, 2 and 3 
bedrooms. 

For more Information please contact tel. 819664 


FIRST CLASS FEMALE DRESSMAKER 
WANTED 

With excellent experience in tailoring. Salary is com- 
mensurate with experience. 

For further details please call 682887 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 
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Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 875571 
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Rebels claim ‘liberating* 

One-fourth of El Salvador 


SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador (AP) — Rebels 
contended early Wednesday they bad “liberated” 
one-fourth of the country during a fierce, three-day 
-offensive, but President Alfredo Cristiani says his 
government frees no threat of being toppled. 


The rebel Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front, or 
FMLN, claimed its forces con- 
trolled portions of eight of El 
Salvador's 14 provinces. Cristiani 
denied the rebels' contentions. 
He claimed their offensive “has 
been a failure." 

Both Crisdanfs U.S.-backed 
rightist administration and the 
Marxist-led guerrilla coalition 
claimed to nave widespread 
popular support. 

At least 500 people have been 
killed and more than 1,000 
wounded since the guerrillas 
launched their offensive Saturday 
night, according to official re- 
ports. 

The battle has been the largest 
since the rebels’ so-called “final 
offensive" in January 1981 failed. 

Cristiani, who took office on 
June 1, said government forces 
have “neutralised” insurgents on 
San Salvador's south eastern, 
southern and western periphery. 


but that fighting continued on the 
northern outskirts. 

“The harshest blow to them 
has been .the repudiation of die 
people,’' be said in a speech 
broadcast nationwide Tuesday 
night. “This (the offensive) is the 
act of a desperate beast” 

At a news conference earlier 
Tuesday, he said: "The govern- 
ment was never in danger. There 
is no danger whatever of govern- 
ment being toppled.” 

Rebel Commander Ana 
Guadalupe Martinez, speaking 
early Wednesday on the guerril- 
la s ’ clandestine Radio 
Venceremos, said the guerrillas 
had declared more than a quarter 
of the country “liberated.” 

She said revolutionary commit- 
tees had been set up in dozens of 
towns. 

“We caD on the popular com- 
mittees to give priority to the task 
of supporting the combatants ... 
to form militias, to construct 


workshops of popular armament, 
to collect food, medicine and 
bandages and organise the means 
of getting them to the combat 
zones,” she said. 

The fighting, a dnsk-to-dawn 
curfew, and a guerrilla-imposed 
road transportation ban made 
travelling diffi cult, hampering 
efforts to gauge popular support 
for either side. 

The streets were deserted late 
Tuesday and early Wednesday. 

Red flares dropped by helicop- 
ters drifted over the Mejicanos 
n eighb ourhood and tracer-laced 
bursts from the gunships' 30- 
calibre machine guns sporadically 
blasted the working-class district. 

Mejicanos was one of several 
neighbourhoods on the capital’s 
periphery where residents re- 
ported that the rebels were en- 
trenched. 


l ighting also was reported in 
El Salvador's eastern provinces, 
to which travel is restricted. 

An estimated 70,000 people, 
most of them civilians, have died 
in the 10-year-old civil war be- 
tween the rebels and a succession 
of U.S.-backed governments. 

Rebel leaders ordered the 
offensive after announcing they 


would not participate in peace 
talks scheduled for next week in 
Venezuela. They said Gristiani's 
gover nm ent was not negotiating 
seriously and blamed it for the 
Oct 31 bombing of a union head- 
quarters that kilted 10 people and 
wounded 29. 

Two leftist political leaders 
who had been operating pobhdy 
since late 1987 took refuge in the 
Mexican and Venezuelan embas- 
sies in San Salvador. The leaders, 
Guillermo Ungo and Ruben 
Zamora, have not asked for asy- 
lum, and are described by their 
hosts as “guests.” 

Cristiani denied reports that air 
force planes and helicopters had 
bombarded civilian zones where 
residents say the guerrilla are dug 
in. He adknowledged that rebel 
positions were strafed. 

Gen. Humberto Lari os, the 
minis ter of defence, said helicop- 
ters have fired rockets at guerrilla 
positions. 

Pedro Varela, spokesman for 
the Salvadorean Red Cross, said 
the local organisation had 
appealed to the International 
Red Cross in Geneva to mediate 
a 72-hour truce between the gov- 
ernment and the guerrilla com- 
mand. 


U.S. Navy 
halts 

operations 
due to 
accidents 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. Navy has ordered an unpre- 
cedented 48-hour halt to training 
flights and routine warship move- 
ment worldwide after 29 people 
were injured in a helicopter land- 
ing ship fire, the latest m a string 
of naval accidents. 

Admiral Carlisle Trost, the 
chief of naval operations, said all 
ships, aircraft squadrons and 
shore tr aining facilities would 
conduct the “safety stand-down” 
within the next three days to 
examine safety and training proc- 
edures. 


Trost and Navy Secretary 
Lawrence Garrett m gave the 
order hours after 20 sailors and 
nine shipyard workers were in- 
jured in Norfolk, Virginia, Tues- 
day morning in a fire aboard the 
helicopter landing ship Inchon. 

It was the latest in nearly a 
dozen accidents involving navy 
ships and planes since the start of 
October, including an aircraft 
bombing one ship, one vessel 
hitting another with machinegun 
fire and a navy reserve attack jet 
crashing into an apartment com- 
plex. 

* 'Trost said previous st&nd-down 
orders had been given to indi- 
vidual units within die navy in the 
past but navy officials said no 
such worldwide order bad pre- 
viously been given. 

“I don’t recall one navy-wide," 
the admir al said. “It is prompted 
by my concern for the unrelated 
but extensive number of recent 
accidents which have caused con- 
cent about safety in our navy. 


U.S. cites Soviet defence cuts 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. State Department says the 
Soviet Union had cut its defence 
spending, but the Defence De- 
partment said it conld not provide 
an estimate until the year is over. 

“It’s too early to give a final 
estimate of Soviet defence spend- 
ing for 1989,” Margaret D. Tut- 
wfler, the State Department 
spokeswoman, said Tuesday. 
“However, it does appear that 
Soviet defence spending this year 
is less than it was last year.” 

She said the United States had 
seen evidence of cots in Soviet 
defence efforts, including reduc- 
tions in the production of conven- 
tional weapons. “We have also 
seen withdrawals of conventional 
weapons and troops from Eastern 
Europe and Mongolia,” Ms. Tut- 
wiler said. 

However, CIA estimates of 
Soviet military spending show a 
1.5 per cent drop for this year, 
and intelligence officials project a 
decline of 7 per cent for 1990, the 
Washington Post reported in its 
Wednesday editions. The news- 
paper died anonymous sources. 


Last week, at an arms control 
seminar, a U.S. official told re- 
porters that the Soviets had cut 
tank production and also had 
slowed production of Typhoon 
nuclear submarines. 

The official, who could not be 
identified under seminar rules, 
said there was “credible evi- 
dence” of a cutback in tank 
output. 


But Defence Department 
spokesman Pete Williams, 
echoing statements made earlier 
this week by Defence Secretary 
Richard B. Cheney, disputed re- 
ports file Soviets had slowed the 
modernisation of some long- 
range nuclear weapons or had 
evidence of cutbacks in conven- 
tional arms. 

“There’s obviously no way of 
knowing for sure what spending 
for *89 is until 1989 is over. So we 
have to wait until 1989 comes to 
an end before we can conclude 
that their spending has been cut,” 
W illiams said. 

However, the State Depart- 
ment's Tntwiler said “the ex- 


perts” believe there have been 
reductions and “are comfortable 
with me saying it today, in this 
moment of time." 

She acknowledged that it has 
always been difficult to obtain 
accurate U.S. analyses of Soviet 
militar y spendings because the 
Soviet bookkeeping system is so 
widely different from the Amer- 
ican ledger-keeping. 

Still, she said, “we’re comfort- 
able with me going this far.” 

House Armed Services Com- 
mittee Chairman Les Aspin said 
two weeks ago that Gorbachev 
had basically fulfilled his pledge 
to reduce tank divisions in Eas- 
ters Europe. 

Gorbachev promised last De- 
cember to withdraw six divisions 
over two years. Aspin, who re- 
cently visited the Soviet Union 
and Eastern Ear ope, said regim- 
ents amounting to three divisions 
had been withdrawn. 

Gorbachev also promised to 
cot military spending by 14 per 
cent and to remove 500,000 men 
from the Soviet Armed Forces. 


U.S. spacecraft falling to Earth 


HOUSTON (R) — A 2,250 
kilogramme U.S. spacecraft is 
expected to fall to Earth late this 
month, but NASA officials said 
Tuesday that chances were slim 
any of it would land in an inha- 
bited area. 

The Solar Maximum Mission 
Satellite, also known as Solar 
Max, is about 300 kilometres 
above Earth and descending into 
the atmosphere at half-a-mfle a 
day, a spokesman for the Nation- 
al Aeronautics and Space Admi- 
nistration (NASA) said. 

Most of the craft will bum up 
as it re-enters the atmosphere, 
but NASA studies indicate that 
pieces weighing up to 180 kilog- 
ramme could survive and fall to 


Earth. 

NASA scientists said they 
would not be able to pinpoint 
where Solar Max will fall, 
although re-entry was expected 
around Nov. 29- 

While Solar Max is over water 
most of the time, its orbit also 
takes it over parts of Asia, Afri- 
ca, South America, Australia and 
the extreme southern United 
States, NASA said. 


“Like all satellites in low orbit, 
its orbit has gradaaHy decayed over 
time,” Steve Nesbitt, a spokes- 
man at Johnson Space Centre, 
told Reuters. 

The satellite was launched in 
1980 and boosted to an orbit 


more than 570 kilometres above 
the Earth, NASA officials said. 

A second, much larger U.S. 
spacecraft — 9,030 kilogramme 
tong duration exposure facility, 
or LDEF — also is falling out of 
orbit, but a scheduled Dec. 18 
shuttle flight is expected to re- 
trieve it 320 kilometres from 
Earth and bring it home. 

Both satellites are descending 
because of heavy solar activity. 
A1 Pennington, flight director for 
the upcoming shuttle flight to 
retrieve LDEF, said unusually 
intense solar energy was causing 
the Earth’s atmosphere to ex- 
pand, which increases friction on 
the satellites, pulling them back 
toward Earth. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prague reduces army service 


Bolivia declares state of siege 


PRAGUE (AP) — The length of mandatory military service for 
Czechoslovak men will b e reduced from 24 to 18 months, the 
Czech News Agency CTK said Tuesday. “We are making (plans) 
to shorten military service to 18 months and (they) will be 
approved by the federal assembly next year,” Legislator Jaroslav 


Klicha was quoted as telling a parliament meeting. The reduction 
is part of Gzecfaosl 


Slovak plans to cut military manpower and 
hardware, announced in January. Klicha said 138 tanks and 5L 
planes of the Czech security forces have been scrapped to date, 
and 18,000 soldiers have been redeployed as construction workers. 
His announcement comes six months after a partial withdrawal of 
the Soviet troops who first came to Czechoslovakia in the Warsaw 
Pact invasion that crushed reform in 1968. That withdrawal is part 
of the phased pullout of 50,000 Soviet troops and 5,000 tanks from 
East Germany, Hungary and Czechoslovakia promised by Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev last December. According to 
Western estimates, there are about 80,000 Soviet soldiers in 
Czechoslovakia. 


LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) — The government declared a state of 
siege Wednesday in response to a hunger strike by teachers and 
workers and arrested Imndreds of labour leaders. Police also took 
three teachers who were in critical condition from a 24-day hunger 
strike to a clinic for emergency treatment. It was not known 
immediately where the other detainees were taken but there were 
reports some of them may have been flown to detention camps in 
the interior of the country. The government issued a decree 
announcing die state of siege that said “A group of leaders of the 
teachers’ union had unleashed an illegal hunger strike creating a 
climate of social unrest with demands that the state cannot attend 
without risking the economic and financial stability of the 
country.” Police rounded up at least 500 teachers and labour 
leaders early Wednesday morning, said Raul Loayza, under- 
secretary of the interior. No violence was reported. 


54 killed in Kenyan bus crash 


New York jogger leaves hospital 


NEW YORK (AP) — A jogger who was gang-raped, beaten and 
left for dead in New York’s Central Park has been released from a 
Connecticut hospital after nearly seven months of rehabilitation. 
The joggpr, a 29-year-old investment banker originally from the 
Pittsburgh area, will continue outpatient treatment at Gaylord 
Hospital in Wallingford, Connecticut, a spokesman there said. 
Sim still is unable to recall the attack and its aftermath, “but she 
has made good recovery and rehabilitation,” said spokesman 
Gerald Main. On April 19, the jogger was on her nightly run in 
the park when she was dragged 200 feet into boshes, raped, 
beaten with a pipe and a rode and left unconsdoos. Six teen-agers 
were indicted in the attack. When police found her 3% hours 
later, she was in a coma and had lost almost 80 per cent of the her 
Mood. She suffered brain contusions, two head fractu re s, broken - 
facial bones and braises from head to toe. Paramedics did not 
expect her to lure. She remained in critical condition at a New 
York Oty hospital until May 1, when she appeared to raise her 
eyebrows as ter name was called and moved hey hand. She was 
walking by June 7, when she was moved to Gaylord Hospital. By 
midsummer, she was reading novels, relearning base math and' 
calling colleagues at Salomon Bros., where she worked before the 
attack. 


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Fifty-four passengers died and six 
were hospitalised in critical condition after a bus smashed through 
guard rails on a bridge and plunged into a river bank, newspapers' 
reported Wednesday. The accident Tuesday 60 kilometres south 
east of Kenya’s capital, Nairobi, happened as the driver of the 
61-seat bus lost control while trying to overtake another bus on a 
two-lane highway, according to the reports. Police said they conld 
not confirm the number or identities of passengers on board . The 
bus crashed into the River Thwake, that was waterless due to 
Kenya’s dry season. 


North, South Koreas hold talks 


PANMUNJOM, Korea (R) — Bitter rivals North and South 
Korea Wednesday held border talks in a rare amicable atmos- 
phere and predicted success in arranging an unprecedented 
meeting between their prime ministers. “I can say it was a fruitful 
meeting and both sides now know each other’s positions well,” 


North Korean chief delegate Paik Nam-Jun told reporters at the 
end of the two-boar talks at the border village of Panmtmjom. 


“The’ southern side negotiated with us in a flexible manner and I 
can see a great p r o g re ss in the next meeting if both sides hold 
discussions with sincerity and in the spirit of mutual respect,” he 
added.- 


Lithuanian 
party chiefs 
summoned 
to Moscow 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev has sum- 
moned leaders of the rebellions 
Lithuanian Communist Party to 
an unprecedented meeting with 
the Soviet politburo Thursday. 

The move was a sign of Krem- 
lin alar m at the Lithuanian par- 
ty's plans to break with Moscow. 

Algis Zhukas, an aide to party 
leader Algirdas Brazaukas, said 
all members of the republic’s 
party bureau had been called to a 
regular session of the 11-member 
politburo, the supreme political 
authority in the Soviet Union. 

'Zhukas said be could not say 
for sure what would be discussed 
but he presumed a proposal to 
split the Lithuanian party from 
Moscow was one reason for the 
invitation. 

“It has never happened in the 
history of the Lithuanian Com- 
munist Party that the entire 
bureau has been invited to such a 
meeting, and probably the first 
time for the Soviet Union as a 
whole,” be fold Reuters. 

The move appeared to be 
further confirmation of Kremlin 
alarm at the Lithuanian party’s 
decision to hold a special con- 
gress on Dec. 19 which is ex- 
pected to approve plans to set up 
an independent Lithuanian Com- 
munist Party. 

Gorbachev had asked Bra- 
zaukas to delay the congress until 
next spring. 

Creation of a separate Lithua- 
nian Party would be the first 
break in the monolithic unity of 
the Soviet Communist Party and 
would seriously weaken Mos- 
cow's control of the drive for 
political and economic autonomy 
in the once-mdependent republic. 

It could also encourage the 
parties in neighbouring Estonia 
and Latvia to follow suit, raising 
tiie spectre of political upheaval 
under way in Eastern Europe 
spilling over into the Soviet Un- 
ion itself. 


More 

Sinhalese 

extremists 

arrested 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — 
Government troops raided a clan- 
destine radio station and cap- 
tured its operator, the latest 
arrest in a crackdown on the 
leadership of an extremist 
Sinhalese group, military officials 
said Wednesday. 

The bodies of 31 suspected 
members of the group also were 
discovered at daybreak in the 
central hills, the officials said. 
They blamed the kflUngs on pro- 
government vigilante groups. 

The government's 2-year-old 
battle to subdue the People’s 
Liberation Front took a dramatic 
turn Monday with the reported 
capture and killing of the group’s 
supreme leader, Rohana Wi- 
jeweera. 

According to a military source, 
the avowed Marxist “sang like a 
bird” about the whereabouts of 
his top lieutenants. In less than 18 
hours, Wijeweera and the front's 
no. 2 and no. 3 men were killed 
by security forces, according to 
government announcements. 

More than 6,000 people have 
been killed since the People’s 
Liberation Front began its cam- 
paign of terror in August 1987 by 


and supporters. 

The front opposed the 
Sinhalese-dominated govern- 
ment’s now-failed peace accord 
with minority ethnic Tamil guer- 
rillas who have been fighting 
since 1983 for a separate home- 
land in northern Sxi I^anka. The 
Tamil insurrection has killed ' an 
estimated 11,000 people. 

The militai 7 officials said 
Wednesday that the raid on the 
front’s clandestine radio station 
was carried out Tuesday night in 
Boralesgamuwa, 11 kilometres 
south east of Colombo. 

The front member in charge of 
the station, Andreas Costa, was 
captured and radio equipment 
worth 5 million rupees ($1.3 mil- 
lion) was seized, according to the 
officials who cannot be identified 
under briefing rules. 

The short-wave radio station 
was called Ranabaada, which is 
Sinhalese far “race of die revolu- 
tion." It broadcast three days a 
week, varying its hoars to avoid 
jamming. 

Foreign Minister Ranjan Wi- 
jeratne, who is also is deputy 
defence minister, claimed Tues- 
day that six of fee front’s seven 
politburo members had been kil- 
led. But the military officials said 
Wednesday the politburo bad ex- 
panded to nine members, of 
whom seven were known to have 
been killed. 

They identified the surviving 
members as S.A. Amarasinghe 
and Laksiri Fernando, who they 
said was tire current leader. 


Nujomo: SWAPO will not 
impose policies on rivals 


WINDHOEK, Namibia (Agen- 
cies) — Sam Nujoma, the leading 
candidate to be Namibia’s first 
president, said Wedne s day his 
party is ready to begin writing a 
constitution with help from poli- 
tical rivals so the territory can 
declare independence from South 
Africa. 

Nujoma’s South-West Africa 
people's Organisation (SWAPO) 
was declared the winner Tuesday 
of pre-independence elections, 
receiving 57 per cent of the vote. 

SWAPO, which waged a 23- 
year guerrilla war against South 
African rule, will hold 41 of the 
72 seats in the assembly that is 
expected to begin writing tire 
c o ns ti tution next week. 

But at least 48 of the 72 mem- 
bers, or two- thirds, must approve 
decisions by the assembly. 

That means SWAPO probably 
will have to bargain with at least 
some of the five other parties that 
have won seats. 

The Democratic Torah alle 
Alliance, a multiracial coalition 
that favours a capitalist economy, 
won 21 seats. None of the other 


parties has more than four seats. 
“We have no intentions of im- 


posing our views on others and 
anticipate no serious disagree- 
ments,” Nujoma told a news con- 
ference. “We stand ready to be 
guided by the democratic princi- 
ples of open discussion and deci- 
sion by the manjoiity. 

“Even those who did not gain 


any seats in the assembly wffi 
have tire opportunity to enjoy tire 
fruits of independence,” Ire said. 

He said SWAPO would work 
to. declare independence as soon 
as posable, but declined to set 
any (fates. 

Most observers believe Nami- 
bia will achieve independence 
early next year as tong gs there 
are no serious obstacles in writing 
the constitution. 

During his 30 years in exile, 
Nujoma and his movement were 
considered orthodox Marxists. 
Since SWAPO leaders began re- 
turning to Namib ia earlier this 
year, however, they have taken a 
more moderate approach. 

Nujoma said SWAPO win pur- 
sue a rnsed-economy, welcomes 
foreign investors and wants good 
relations with both East and 
West. He has repeatedly urged 
Namibia's 75,000 whites, and civil 
servants in particular, to remain 
in tire territory and help develop 
the emerging nation. 

Namibia has mineral wealth, 
some large scale agricultu ral op - 
erations, a relatively good infras- 
tructure and one of the higher per 
rapita incomes in Africa. Howev- 
er, whites, who make up only 6 
per cent of the population, con- 
trol much of the economy. 

SWAPO will seek greater in- 
come equality, Nujoma said. 
“We represent the oppressed 
people, the section of the have- 
notes,” he said. 


German re 
inevitable - 


unification 

-Kissinger 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Eco- 
nomic and political forces inevit- 
ably will reunify Germany in tire 
next few years, even if tire gov- 
ernments remain separate, for- 
mer Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger said. 


night to the World 
ril of PUrfaddphia, also predicted 
fundamental change in the rela- 
tionships among the Soviet Un- 
ion, the United States and the 
nations of Europe. 

But be also said too much 
credit for the changes in Hun- 
gary, Poland and especially East 
Germany has been given to 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

“When leaders of Western na- 
tions don’t know what to say 
about tire changes in Eastern 
Europe, they praise Gorbachev,” 
Kissinger sard. 

‘"Give Gorbachev credit for 
recognising the necessities of his 
society and Iris economy. But he 
was not pnt in his job for his 
entertainment value to the 
West.” 

Kissinger, who described him- 
self as a “NATO traditionalist,” 
said only the naive could believe 
the present alliances in Europe 
will survive. 

“1 do not say these things are 
welcome, but that they are facts,” 


he said. 

Kissing er predicted that free 
elections in East Germany would 
produce the same range of poli- 
tical parties that now exists in 
West Germany. The two econo- 
mies wfll become similar, too, he 
said. 

“If tire border remains open, 
economic conditions will be equal 
on both sides of it or most of the 
East Germans will move to West 
Germany be said. 

“The next three to four years 
will seethe de facto unification of 
Germany, even if two separate 
political systems are main- 
tained,” Kissinger said. 

Kissinger, who was Secretary 
of State under former President 
Richard Nixon in the early 1970s, 
said he always thought President 
George Bush and Gorbachev 
should hold a philosophical dis- 
cussion of where their policies are 
going. 

The Malta summit next month 
“doesn’t need to provide 
answers,” ho said. “It should 
give ns a road map.” 

Kissinger theorised that Gor- 
bachev looks to Germany and 
Japan to help rebuild the Soviet 
Union — after poshing the Un- 
ited States out of Germany. 

“We ought to treat him as a 
serious person who has serious 
objectives,” Kissinger said. ■ 
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Yakovlev urges open 
dialogue with Japan 


TOKYO (R) — Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s top aide an 
ideologue Wednesday said the 
Soviet Union welcomed, the 
d ramati c changes in East Europe 
and urged Japan to take advan- 
tage of the new spirit of dialogue. 

“The current political process 
in East Europe, is healthy and 
normal,” Alexander Yakovlev 
told a news conference. 

“It is healthy because the 
democratic process is under way 
and this kind of change win not 
be a threat to anyone,” he said. 

But he challenged Western 
political analysts who said the 
radical events in East Germany, 
Hungary and Poland meant the 
death of wdahsm. 

“It is rather that their naive 
image of socialism is dead,” he 
said. “We think of it as victory for 
socialism.” 

Yakovlev, a member of the 
Soviet Communist Party’s ruling 
politburo and a chief liberal ideo- 
logue under Gorbachev, declined 
comment on the possibility of a 
unified Germany but ruled out 
the use of force to prevent such 
an ocunence. 

“Whatever the country, it is 
anachronistic to use military 
force. We have in 1985 already 
stated that we recognise different 
roads to socialism,” he said. 

He urged Japan to recognise 
the spirit of dialogue brought 
about by perestroika, or reform, 
in the Soviet Union; 

Japan must pursue an alterna- 
tive policy of constructive talks to 
thaw bilateral relations frozen 
since World War D over a territo- 
rial dispute, be said. 

“This is what I ijiean by the 
third way," Yakovlev said in re- 
ference to an earlier remade that 
had been mistakenly interpreted 
to mean a concrete compromise 
on the question of four .small 
Soviet-held islands claimed by 
Japan. 


“We must not make the talks 
an exchange of monologues. We 
must bring about a true dia- 
logue,” he added. 

The dispute over tire islands 
has prevented the two countries 
from signing a peace treaty for- 
mally ending World War II. 
“This state of affair s is abnormal 
for two tag neighbouring coun- 
tries,” Yakovlev said. 

A working group win meet in 
Tokyo next month to discuss the 
peace treaty. The talks are ex- 
pected to indude discussions on 
territorial issues and will be fol- 
lowed by a visit by Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard /Shevardnadze 
next March. 

In a further sign of radical 
change in the Soviet Union, 
Yakovlev said he had invited 
Emperor Akihito to visit 
Moscow. 

Yakovlev, who is heading a 
i delegation! from the Supreme 
Soviet, or parliament, on a one- 
week visit, said he understood 
there were rigid rules to follow in 
arranging an imperial tour. 

The two .countries have gone to 
war four times this century and 
diplomatic contacts between, 
beads of state have been extreme- 
ly rare. 

The last member of Russian 
imperial family to come to Japan 
was Crown Prince Nicholas in 
1891 when he was stabbed by a 
radical rightwing policeman. 

After he became Czar Nicholas 
n, Russia fought Jmnn in 1904- 
1905. 

No Soviet president or head of 
the Communist Party has ever 
visited Japan, and Gorbachev in 
1991 is set to become the first 
Soviet leader to come to Tokyo. 

“As you well know, Gor- 
bachev’s visits are always 
meaningful and fruitful. And 
visits of this kind should not be 
confined to bilateral issues,”. 
Yakovlev said. 


NEW YORK (AP) ~ Edouard - 7 
Manet’s “La Rue Moaner Aux ■■ 
Diapeaux” was sold for $26.4 
minion, a world auction record 
for the artist, Christie’s Auction ‘ 
Gallery said. The ofi on canvas-. 
painting, depicting a Pats street 
bedecked withflags commemor- 7 ' 
atisg tiie war dead, was bought!;:^' 

by an anonymous American deal/ 
er, said Starr Coffins, a snokea^t: 
woman for the auction hodse/ ; ?" 
The previous auction record fora : 

Manet was $11.08 nnffion, set-m'>' 
1986, for another pamtingofrire:^!: 
same street, ' with the same 
she said. Vincent Van Gogh^’:;-. 
“Le Viefl If,” or tire otoyewta^^,/ 
also in oil on canvas, soldfox^ 


% 
/ ' 


--S1. 

milKnn to an anonymous *- 


buyer, C ollins said. Pablo ; 

so’s “Famffle de TArieqiaa/Sft^ j: . 
representation of tire Orqnov.'^ 
Medrano acrobats that chatact^W- 
rises tire artist’s rose period, 
for $15.4 millio n to an AureticSn''^- 
dealer, tire safaL Otfaerhi^Miglas^ : 
included Claude Monet's 
pheas,” an exploration ■ of .Ifee 
pond at the artist’s home a&c V 
Givemy, sold for $1LS5 
to an anonymous buyer. GonstaihJw'- 
tin Brancusi’s “La Muse Eli Dor^/l^ 
mie m,” a marble sculpture _of *a-‘. i 
female head in an abstract fomy r 7 
sold for 8.25 millio n to an Asian"? 7 
dealer. ." 
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RENO, Nevada (AP) — Amer- 
ica’s best-known brothel is back 
on the market for the second tune 
this year after an earlier stock 
offering fell short, according to 
Mustang Ranch owner Joe Con- 
forte. Under tire revised offering 
approved on Monday by the U.S. 
Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission (SEC), Conforte and his 
wife, Sally, would retain a 40 per 
cent interest in tire 105-room 
brothel 16 kilometres east of 
Reno. And while he plans to 
retire mice the sale goes through, 
Conforte will remain as super- 
visor of the operations. “My ex- 
pertise after 35 years in the busi- 
ness wffl help tremendous to 
make it a success,” he said. 
“Even though I’m going to be 
retired, Til always be within 
reach.” The original stock offer 
approved by the SEC in February 
put 1.165 unffion shares of stock : 
in Mustang Ranch Inc. on; the 
market for $20 each. It fafle&to 
meet a deadline for selling out 
three months later with about 75 
per cent of tire stock sold. 
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LONDON (AP) — Ghetto, 
Israeli writer Joshua Sobol's 
holocaust drama, was named 
London’s best play of 1989 Tues- 
day at the 34th annual evening 
standard Dr ama awards. A sepa- 
rate production of the same pday 
flopped fast spring on Broadway. - 
Miss Saigon, the hit show ex- 
pected in New York next fall, was 
named best musical, and veteran 
brodway compose Stephen Son* 
dheim was given a special award 
from Princess Diana for overall 
achievement. Nicholas Hytner, 


ty ... 
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was chosen best director at the 
star-s tu dded lunchtime ceremony 
taped for televising Tuesday 
night Best actor was Ian McKel- 
len for his performance as lagn in 
S h ak e speare’s Othello, which cu- - 
ded a sellout limited run on . 
Saturday. Best Actress was Fe£k> 
ity Kendal for her performances 
in revivals of Shakespeare's Much ' 
Ado About Nothing and Anton 
Chekhov’s Ivanov. 
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